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The Saviour's Cautions and 
Argument offered againſt - 
 Gnvetouſneſs. <0 
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the in ſuch a a to 1 
himſelf « teacher ſent from God, | 
che vaſt multicude that heard him, 
* f him to be « divine perſon, 
of that authority, that his words would have 
influence and ſway with him, defires him ſpeak v0 
brother, that he would divide the inheritance with: 
Our Lord puts him oft with a ſhort anſwer; 
mad: me a judge or a divider over you? figni 
came for other ends, than to be a ſecular 
pire of differences in civil 3 
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Tb. Saviour's Cautions 
I. and that it was very impertinent in itſeif, and a very 
1 ill improvement of the convictions he was now under of 
the excelleney of his perſon and of his do&rine, to pro- 
pPoſe it to him to concern himſelf in ſo mean and trivial 
2 Matter, as that of dividing a temporal inheritance be- 
ixt him and his brother; when, with the loſs of all 


been teaching them, that they muſt gain ſpiritual bleſſings 
tien, a very plain and evident diſcovery of the carnal 
remper that rook place in this perſon, and eſpecially of 
the prevalence of that particular luſt of the fleſh, cove- 
touſneſs; our Lord, from hence, rakes occaſion to warn 


| Nr words of my ter. * 

we I ſpeak to them directly, au may take this ob- 

| Nn from * you have now heard of the occaſion 
Nan Mer DN OO en! 

Cirnal and covetous hearts will abuſe ard proftitute the moſt 

* ord nances and priuil ges to ſerve their carnal and covetcuis 

Wrpo [5 2 * . ; 4 

F There's nothing ſo holy and excellent, but a carnal and 

etous heart would cndeavour to ſerve the corruption, 

e earnality and covetouſneſs that prevails and reigns in 

it thereby. So Eliſba's ſervant improv'd the miraculous 

ceure that was wrought on Naaman the Syrian with a lye, 

to gain a talent of Ger and” a change of rayment; bur 

as he gain'd more than he ſought for one way, two ta- 

tents. of ſilver and two changes of rayment, ſo he did 

another; for he got Nuaman s leproſy, as: an heritage to 

himfelf. and his poſterity, You may ſee the hiſtory, zKirg. v. 

So Balaam improv'd the gift of prophecy to ſerve the car- 

| nality and cov etouſneſs of his heart, in defiring r 

Luk. xii. e and preferments: and as the Phariſees did, 

- whoſe leaven of hypocriſy, agaiuſt which our Lord cau- 

tions his diſciples, was ſpirited by their eqyxoulvels, aps, 

. wrought hy it.; ſo there are many go in his way: as the 

apoſtle tells us, of thoſe falſe teachers, who priviſy ſhodld' 

bring in damnahle hereſies, even denying the Lord that 

bought them, whole pernicious ways many ſhould follow, 

- by reaſon of 8 Lys wa truth mould * 25 

Pet. ii. 1, ſpoken of; To cevetouſneſs ſhall tbey cih feigned <words 

; a, 3. make merchandiſe of yeu and La An 2 they have 

| exerciſed with coveteus pratlices, curſed children, <cho have forſaken 

igbt 828 and are gone aſtray, following the way of Balaam 


the apoſtle Jude, ſpcaking of thoſe deceivers that ſhew'd 
themielves ſuch, by turning the grace of our God into Jaſciv onſ< 


temporal things, and even life itſelf, he had bur juſt now | 


_— and the eternal inheritance. But as this was an indica- 


the numerous company that were now his auditory, a- 


» wy Oy my ey WP mw A ec as Ne nenen , LES 


| they 
Ver. 14, 18. the ſon of Boſor, co loved the ages of wivinbtcouſn'ſ1. So 
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ri ſbed in the gat 
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and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and 
ing Core 

Thus, in the caſe before us, we find a vile, carnal, 
coyerous heart proſtituting the greateſt privilege, com- 
munion in the preachuing of the bleſſed Jeſus, to ſerve 
the purpoſes of its carnality and covetouſneſs. Inftead of 
this ſon's endeavouring to receive our Lord's life- 
ſpeaking and lifegiving words, and io to improve them 
and comply with the tenor and teaching of them as to 

ain life thereby; inſtead of applying to him for know- 
— and grace to this 5 ſe, chat he might ſo make 
his intereſt for eternity, he 


Woe unto them, 75 he, for, they hate gone in the d 


as no other buſineſs with our 


Saviour than this: Maſter, ſpeak to my lrotber, that be divide Ver. 13. 


J 
| the inheritance <vtith me. A goodly 3 at which our Lord 
c 


was valued by him! a goodly office he would employ him 
about! quite different from what he was ſent for and em- 
ploy'd in by his holy father, with ſo great deſign of the 
advantage of mankind, in ſo much compaſſion to their. 
miſeries and neceſſities, their greateſt miſeries and their 
utmoſt neceſſities. But ſuch is the blindneſs of a carnal 
mind, and ſuch is the hardneſs and wretchedneſs of an 
heart exerciſed in covetous practices; they, in whom 
theſe prevail, would even bring a holy Saviour to be a 
partner in their guilt, to be a pandar. to their luſts, and a 

procurer to gratify their vicious, moſt corrupt, and idola- 


trous inclinations and deſires. This example ſhould move 


our caution and carefulneſ to comply with the advice. 
iven upon this occaſion in the words of my text; Take 

Ped and beware of covetouſneſs, for a man's fe con ſiſteth not in 

the abundance of the things which be peſſeſſetb. ATTY 


In which we may take notice of, HEE 

„A ſin mentioned and guarded againſt, coveteuſneſe. 

; make I A double guard ſer againft it, Tale beed, and le- 
ware itt, 2 e , . 
Tiraly, A powerful argument whereby to keep ourſelves 
from it; Fir a mar's ide conſiſieth not in Ao Fra, Foe of the 


things which be poſſeſſeth. | 


In ſpeaking to the words, I would ſhew you, 
I. What is the nature of the fin of coverouſneſs here 
II. The reaſon why @ double guard is ſer againſt it by 
our Saviour. | | 


III. Open 
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Thi Savioun's cat 
III. Open the force of the argument our Lord hers 
offers ro keep us from it | ee e AR 

IV. Make application of the whole. 785 
1. As to the nature of the ſin of covetouſneſs here 
taxed, the Word that is here and in divert places of the 
Kew Teſtament uſed to fignify it, ast, imports. a 


{ 


define, of craving to bave more; and that more may be referr'd 


ta Either more than we have, or more than is meet, or more 


2 is needful, or more than God allows or ſ:es fit eve ſbauli 


e, Or more than would do us good. So that, RL 
1. The general nature of covetouſneſs we may proper- 


Jy account for, or deſeribe thus: That it is a deſire of baving 


more, & craving to have more, a thirſt, an es 


ined and inſatiable thirſt after more. 


has, more or leſs, in whom covetouſneſs prevails, his 
covetouſneſs prevailing in him, ftill urges him to deſire 
more; it works in him, and diſcovers its working in him 
by moving a deſire, an eager, unreaſonable, - and unre- 
rain'd defire of having more. The language of cove- 
touſneſs is ſtill, Let a man have what he will, I muſt have 
more, or I earneſtly deſire to have more. dg 
Not that thoſe that are covetous do always deſire ſo. 
much, or ſo unreaſonably and unlimitedly at fiſt, as they. 


do afterwards, or that all. do ever ſo much exceed 


their deſires as ſome do: for this is a ſteali Fir aa na 


it comes gradually upon NN but grows commonly a, 


it goes on; and this, of all diſtem that the ſoul 
man has belonging to it, does mc ſenfbly and obſerv- 


ably grow with years and time. Yea, when other luſts 
loſe their ſtrength, other deſires. fail; (as wben perſons 


. are advanc'd in 2 and make their nearer oaches 


ro the end of ti and this world and worldly enjoy- 


ments, yet) this deſire is obſerv'd to grow, and to gather 


Mab. ii. 3. 


ſtrength then; which may ſhew us, beyond all contradic-. | 


tion, that it is an unreaſonable, unreſtrained, inſatiable 
deſire. As it's ſaid of the covetous perſon, He entargeth 
bis deſire as hell, and is as death that cannot be ſatisfy'd : as. 
this defire is inſatiable as hell and death, ſo it is of that 


nature, that nothing bur theſe can put a ſtop to it, if 


race do not: and the nearer perſons come to Death and 
the grave, the more ground covetouſneſs gets. 'The elder. 
ter are, commonly, the more covetous; thoſe that 
ve one foot in the grave, are very commonly found to, 
be with both hands greedily reaching after the world, 
and graſping tenaciouſly its advantages: they are even to 
the laſt, when they are juſt going to leaye all, and to give 
account 


atever the perſon's circumſtances are, whatever be | 


——£-XwWwh © aA &a a aa 


— willing. 


babe, or more than is meet, or ps than is 
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et eee. uh pots 


aecount for all to the gene God, ; E as We Js for getting 225 A I» 


what they can, and 4 

account 5 en. . is, rt it is A ih 
re of having more of theſe dor ag os. 

— 5 che wealth or 8 of hi 60. 

we are to take notice of; for there 19 ſneſs 

that is lawful and commendable, as well there is that 

which is ynlaywful and N The apoftle allows 


and direQs us, not only to covet bur to covet gar are Cor. xii. 

the beſt gifts. We may, By we muſt © For earneſtly 31- 

ſpiritual gifts, experiences, atrainmen e maſt | 
earneftly the true r{chej. But the = here 3 


is that of worldly things; world! Teach, 18 517 
ner. or dominion, | 4 for Lend this 1 thar 
of jlor is charg d as 4 coveto! perſon jo. 
e and there is woe 4 ki" mm 
were for adding houſe to 50 ty and field ml 
Sola place, and ihr they might 4 well alone "ig 7 e 


Tt is alſo a coyeting or deſiring to exceſs, theſe world)y 
phings \ we have now mention d. We haye need of worl 
— in ſome degree fo 2 all defire after them is He 

ble or to be condemned : ' as ſhall farther be boat 


A moderate are after them is very Jay 
but « covetous deſire exceeds bounds and mea Vs 
2 —_ 9 by what' ſhould or ought. to re Fur 92 
rot "Fis not defirin t we need, c 
what is ſyitable, or as it "1d THICADIS tos 
div we what a wild imag = upp | 1 
and as they direct, and prompt a put y us 125 
only not reſpetting the rules ang leine Nee © 
_ rr 2 but even 505 conn l 
on them, an em t 
will lead us F « 414XX ou 24 
2. To be more particular: And as aus yon were told that thi b 
Aung or craving © Hors may be referr'd to more thay 
or mor 
than God alles or ſees fit we ſhould have, or more 
would do ws 1 Tn theſe things wherein 'the efſence « 
ies, we ſhall more particularly conſider. | 
2 then, Covetouſneſs lies in defiring more thay u 
bave, it is much ſeen in this. Ler your converſation, ſays, the Heb. xiii. 5. 
apoſtle, be without cove! neſs, and b: content with ſuch thi ings P 
as yt baue. Not that all defire after more than we have 
5 Nr or inconſiſtent with true conrentednefſs. 
* A be content with bis own condition, and 
W the N of God has ſeen fit tg 
Fs ris of, who yer may. reaſonably defy. 
ſome 


a 
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= The Savrour's Cautions _ 
=—  Serm.[. ings that are beyond his 2 circumſtances ; 
C VV and God allows all perſons to defire things that are con- 
| venient and moderately comfortable, ſo they do it in 
reaſonable manner, Ks have their deſire herein govern” 
by the rules He has preſcrib'd, and : ſubjefted to his will, 
n to the iflue, of which more anon. But as the nature 
of covetoufbeſ is to deſire to have more, ſo it is to have 
eager and ungovern'd defires this way; and when there 
Mall be that cageroeſs and earneſfneſs of deſire after 
more, as ſhall not ps 1 to put us upon the exerciſe 
of that diligence in a lawful way to advance our eircum- 
ſtances, which God hath commanded and will counte- 
8 but 1 5 make 1 utterly | n ou 
preſent circumſtances, uneaſy under them, altogether di 
| ed with them, unchankfal for the —— they 
; afford us, and dead to the enjoyment they may gi 
3 and yield us, or ſhall put us upon the uſe $64. nl 
wo means to get them alterd: when we ſhall have ſuc 
deſires in us to gain more than we have, as ſha} diſ- 
tract our minds, cauſe us to be of doubijpl mind, unſit us 
for God's ſervice or enjoyment, and render us. diſtruſtfu 
of his care and goodneſs to provide, fbr us, things' con; 
venient and ſuitable, (we being found in the way of our 


* 


duty waiting on him, and BARE PURE proper means of 
obtaming them) this is covetoulſneſs. mw P „ne 0 
2.) Coetduſneſs lies and is ſeen in our deſiring more 
than is meet of the things of 1hjs world. Ihen fd cr. 


* 


venient, which Apr, wiſely pray d ſor, will pot content 
uit, We 


vs; but we muſt, we i be, kleb, notwithſtat 
temptations and the ſnares we. are ,zold, al 
Tim. viz. reſolution briugs per ſons into, when we will make 


1% be rich, tho at the ex of piety and innocence, 8 
„ We are told, He that leb baſie to be rich, ſba/l not be inno- 
an- 


* wou gent; theſe things do manifeſtly. diſcover a. covetou: t 


. and muſt be the ſigns, the certain and inf 
ligns K. 


As that muſt be yet more diſeover d, when there ſhall 
be no content with riches, either in any low or cven 
conſiderable degree; but there is a. deſite ſill prevailii 
in perſons after abundance, and there ſhall be no bor 

| fer to the abundance of riches and worldly 1. 


ſuch defire after more than is meet of theſe: worl 

y a covetous deſire, it is real and — 
felt coverouſneſs, f 1 TH Wort ns 3 0 22 WT 
3.) Covetouſneſs lies and is ſeen in perſons deſiring 
more than is needjul., What is needful, we may deſire 


things, is certain! 


„ 


: 


wfully ; but what goes beyond this, I fear will amount 
* 100 than @ covetous rig * . _ 
; . : S 


— 
S 
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againſt Couctouſnefs opened. 

We. may defire food and ra 
for ourſelves and thoſe that do belong ta us; we may 
reaſonably defire the neceſlaries of life for ourſelves and 
ours, that we may have what is neceſſary for the uſes 


need theſe things, and he allows us to deſire them of him, 
and to be ſecking them ip proper ways. 
Farther, we may no 


rate comforts of life to ourſelves, and to thoſe rhat do be- 
long to us; this is bur to deſire for our necefiity, and 


therefore cannot be eſteemed a covetous defire, while 
the deſire itſelf is kept within due bounds, and is not too 


eager and violent. And as there is a twofold neceſſity 


we may have belonging to us, what is neceſſary for us 


may come under a twofold conſideration ; what is neceſſary 
for our liſe, or what is neceſſary ſor our ſtate, the condition 
and place God hath ſet us in in the world: fo it is un- 
queſtionable that we may lawfully, and without the juſt 
imputation of covetouſneſs, defire what is neceſſary for 
our ſtare and condition, for ſupporting the charaQter, and 
circumftances, and place we are put into in the world by 
his providence, that we, and thole that belong to us, may 
live creditably, may be ſupported and ſupplied, and have 
for our uſe 


vantage, encour nt and comfort, do the duty of our 
places, and Jive as is ſuitable for ns of our character 


and circumftances. What is neceſ either of theſe ways 


we may defire, and our deſire be very lawful; but an 
unreaſonable deſiring beyond theſe limits, more than is 
neceſſary to theſe purpaſes for ourſelves and ours, when 
we ſhall, not being content with proviſion for the mode- 


rate ly and comfort of ourſelves and families, be de- 


firing ſuperfluities, food for the luſt of ourſelves and ours, 


may be juſtly ſuſpeted and taxed as covetouſneſ - And 
this defire, it we would have it lawful, muſt RiH be go- 
verned; for if God ſee fit to remove us from a higher to 
a lower ftate and condition, or to ſtraiten us in the cir- 
cumſtances we are in, we muſt ſtill be ſubmifhve and 


content. And rherefore, | | 
4.) Covetouſneſs lies and is ſeen in our defiring more 
than God allows er ſees fit ce ſhould haue. After all we have 


done and can do, we are entire dependants upon God, 


and tis his providence that has the diſpoſal of our cireum- 
PO cum 


and ſervices of life, what is neceſſary for the body, for the 
- bodily life and outward eftate, as to ourſelves, and thoſe 
that depend upon us: our heavenly Father knows that we 


only defire what is neceffary to E 
ſupport life, but to ſupport and maintain alſo the mode- 


enjoyment according to the place and 
circumftances we are in ; thar we mich ſuitable ad- 


Premetion comes mw from the eſt er jrom the weft, pf. laxx. 6%. 


from 


Fn 


1 . os 


t, moderate ſupplies Serm. J. 
A 
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10 The SAVviouR's Caution: 


Serm. I. from the north or from the feuth ; but Gad is judge, h: (as an act 
of providence and judgment) {ts vp one, and caſts down an- 


other. And when perſons have acted a prudent part, taken 
a reaſonable care, and uſed a proper diligence to ſecure 
their worldly intereſt ; when there has been, and is no 


want of prudence and diligence on their part to make 


mens circumſtances better than they are, if they are, 
after all, other than they would have them, they are 
to look upon this as owing to the diſpoſal of an infi- 
nirely wiſe providence, that for holy and great ends, 
diſtinguiſnes the circumftances of men at pleaſure, chuſes 
that one ſhould be in higher and more plentiful, and 
another in lower and ſtraiter circumſtances ; *ris to be 


looked upon that they are in the ſtate that God ſees fitting 


ſhould be theirs, that this is the condition he has aſſign'd 
them, and ſees meet they ſhould be in at preſent, and 
for the time that he ſecs fit: tis their duty to be there- 
with content. And for perſons in this caſe not to be con- 
tent with God's allowance, and with the condition they 
are appointed to, and have allotted them by his provi- 
dence; but to be ftill uneaſy, anxious and aſpiring in 
their deſires after an higher place and condition, greater, 
more advanced and enlarged circumſtances than whar 
God ſees fitting they ſhould be raiſed to: this argues an 


- unſuitable frame of ſpirit, and a covetous deſire prevailing 


in them. 
That men ſhould be uſing a prudent care and induſ- 
trious diligence, when they arc in lower, ſtraiter, and 
more uneaſy circumſtances, by proper means to raiſe them- 
ſelves, and to make their condition more proſperous, eaſy 
and comfortable, is what all muſt allow; for the diligent 
hand maketh rich, and prudence and diligence in the uſe of 
means both temporal and ſpiritual, are what God allows, 
and is pleaſed to own this way, and to bleſs and proſper 
to this end: this has been already granted and accounted 
for ; but when theſe have been ab and arc uſed, and yet 
do not anſwer or reach this end, but God ſees fit it ſhould 
be otherwiſe, and that perſons, notwithſtanding ſhould 
be in a lower condition; for them to be many and diſ- 
contented with their preſent circumſtances, and ſtill reſt- 
leſsly defiring thoſe that are ſuperior, this is a covetous 


* 


deſire, tis covetouſheſs. 


5.) Coretouſrels lies and is ſeen in perſons deſiring 
more of this world than would do them good. God knows 
what 1s beſt for every one, what meaſure of this world 
and theſe worldly things would do them good; and 
there is no more of the world defirable by any, than 

| wuat 


o 


and truſting in theſe coridly things. Diſtruſt of God's pro- 


therefore ſays the apoſtle, Let your converſation be without Her. xiii. 3 


2 ER * * * i "Pp Fo - * N 
= * 


againſt Covetonſneſs opened. xr ̃ 

hs would have this effect, than what would really do Serm. I. 

them . | 4 LYN 
deli is moſt deſirable by all, in which they | 

may beſt ſerve and — * God, and in which their eternal 

intereſts may be beſt provided for and ſecured. That 

meaſure of worldly advantages is beſt for all, and ſhould 

be moſt deſi red by all, that will beſt ſerve theſe purpoſes 

and ends. But when theſe ends ſhall be neglefted and over- 

looked, when perſons ſhall deſire the things of this world 

for themſelves, ſeparate from ſuch. confideration or re- 

gards, or ſhall defire more of theſe: worldly things than 

will ſerre theſe ends, that is to ſay, more than would do 

them good: their deſires that prevail in them. this way _ 

are covetous deſires, and this may be juſtly termed cove- 

touſmeſs; for it ſeparates the creature from the creator, 

and ſignifies indeed a preferring of the creature to the cre- 

ator, and ſetting it in God's place, even to the dethroning 

him from the place that belongs to him, which is his 

Tight, and which he alone has right to in our ſouls and 

aſtections, and ſo does manifeſtiy diſcover that idela 

which this fin of covetouſneſs is particularly charged wi 

in Scriprure. | 5 | | 
6.) Laſtly, The attendants ard effects of this evil deſire may 

tend farther to diſcover the nature of a covetous deſire, 

or covetouſneſs. | N | 
It is commonly attended with di fruſt of God's previdence, 


* 


. 
4Y 


q 


vidence always lies at the bottom, and is the common 

and conſtant ſpring of covetouſneſs; therefore when our 

Lord would cure his diſciples of it, he ſtops up this 

fpring, and lays the ax to the root of diſtruſt: he ſends 
em to the lillies and graſs of the field, to the rayens 

and other fowls of the air, which while God takes care of, 

clothes and provides, he lets them know that they might 

be aſſured he would not negle& them. And . 
While perſons diſtruſt God's providence, they truſt or Mat. vi. 28, 


hope that the world will do that for them that they fear 59,3 3 


whether God will; they truſt in uncertain riches, they Lax. xii 
have their hearts departing from the Lord, and placed on 24, 2, 28. 
mammon, fixed upon an idol, againſt the pſalmiſt's and the 
apoſtle's caution, Pſal. Ixii. 10. 1 Tim. vi. 17. ſo manifeſtly i 
is coverouſneſ idolatry. | | 
It is attended by diſ on tent with men's own circurſtances, 
and envying commonly at thoſe of others that are ſuperior; 


covetorſneſs, and be content with ſuch th.ngs as ye bave. An 
you may obſerye that he there takes in both this and the 
B 2 former, 
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The Saviour's Cautions 

Serm. I. former; when he adviſes them to this as a means of con- 

(WY VV tentment, that they truſt the promiſe and providence of 
God, or his providence upon his promiſe made 
ſaid, 1 ell never leave thee, nov forſake thee. 


„who bath 


* 
, 


"Tis commonly attended with an anxious care and thought- 


fulrneſs for getting and 


keeping the things of this world, 
even ſuch as is diftrafting of the mind, and unfitting the 


man for the ſervice of God, or for the enjoying the proper 


carne 


they : 
thou 


that he can think or 
but what his heart is 


ſtly dehorts 


ghit what they 
ſhall be clothed, that they 
not in careful ſuf] 
the word here u 
Ir's commonly 


ce, hovering as meteors in 
ſigniſies, ver. 29, | 

| attended with ſuch an earneſt thought 
and purſuit of theſe worldly things, as even engreſſes the 
#honght and the man, as fills up the time and thoughts; ſo 
k of nothing elſe in a manner, 
n, his coverouſneſs, and what 
rends to gratify that. As his heart js ſet upon the world, 


comforrs of a chriftian, or of a man, Therefore our Lord 
in that vi. of Matthew, and in the chapter of my text, ſo 
from this, and direas his diſciples that 
no thought for the morr:av, take not too concerned 
all cat or drink, or wherewith th 

be not of doubtful mind, live 
the air, as 


and going after his covetouſneſs, this does he chuſe to talk 


As he thinks of the world onl 
the abundance of his heart his mouth ſy 
ther only of the world and worldly thi 
ſo freely as theſe. And his time is engroſſed hereby; 
day and night is ſpent in ſuch care and thoughts, talk and 
purſuits. Eccl. ii. 23. For all bis days are ſorrows, and his tra- 
vel grief; yea, his heart taketh not veſt in the night. 


in a manner, out of 


ks ei- 


nothing 


It's commonly attended with, and has for its effect fraud, 


* ceſcxage, oppreffien, grinding the faces of 
prophn1ing of ie Lord's day, and employing 
in common affairs for the ſerving. avaritious deſires and 
No ways are commonly ftuck at by 
to ſerve their covetaus 
making hafte to be rich, con 
ceney, Quand libet id licet 5h Their end they have — 
| poſed to themſelves, muſt Warrant. their actions (how 
groſs ſoever) that make to it. Their covetous detire and 
will is their law, makes all lawful with them that is for 
its ſervice; and takes off the reftraint of all Laws, b 
what it gives and makes. This is commonly the caſe: o 
covetous perſons, 
But where it is otherwiſe, and 
left ro honour or honey, and conſcience is not quite 
ſtupiſted; yer the endiefs labours, the exceſſive fatigues, 
the reſtlets rurmoiiing cares. and thoughts wherewith they 


deſigns. 
rm 


the poor, lying, 
its ſacred time 


covetous 


urpoſes. Thoſe that are for 
ulr not conſcience or inno- 


there arc ſome regards 


are 
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againſt Covetouſneſs opened. 13 
are exerciſed for the getting and keeping the world, to Serm. I. 
the plain damage of ſoul and body, while they riſe ap early NN 
fit up late, eat the bread of ſorrows, while they difquiet them- Pf cxavii 2. 
{lo:s in vain, While there is no end of their labours, neither 3 1 
their eye ſatisfied with riches; while their reſt is broken, PM 
their hearts are loaded with cares and fears, diſquieting 
and perplexing thoughts, ſo overcharged with worldly 
things, that t „ their ſpiritual life and vigour, ſa- 
vour and taſte; they — themſelves the things neceſſary 
for ſoul and body, neglect both in compariſon of worldly 
gain and advantage, diſſerve both, that they may ſerve 
theſe: as theſe are other attendants and effects of cove- 


Z oulineſs, they are plain diſcoveries of the ſame. 


And thoſe that can ſo bereave their own ſouls of good, 
tis no wonder if they can bereave others alſo of the 
good they ſhould reap from them, withhold from others 
what is their due from them, and which they had in 
their power to give and yield to them; alms from the 
poor, relief from the indigent, bread from the hungry, 
clothes from the naked, medicine from the ſick, that are 
not able to farniſh themſelves with it, ſuitable ſu 
and ſupplies from thoſe that need them, ſuitable encou- 
ragement to good works, the works of piety and charity. 
To be uſeful to ſuch ends, is a very valuable advantage of 
life, and the proper work of rich men; as ſuch the apoſtle 
orders it to be charged upon them: Charge them that ave 1 Tim. vi. 
rich in this World, that they be not highminded, nor truft in un- 17, 16, 19. | 
certain viches, but in the living God; who giveth ut vichly all 
things to enjoy : that they do good, that they h- rb in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, cuilling to communicate, laying np in ſtore” for 
tbemſeloes a good foundation againſt the time to come, that they 
. may lay hold on eternal life. | . | 
| We are to ſell what we have, to pive abns, and fo to 
| provide for ourſelves bags that wax not old, a treaſure 
in heaven that fails not, and to expect, giving aims of Luke xii 33. 
ſuch things as we have, to have worldly er,joyments 
ſanQify'd, and all things pure to us: thus ro purge our- 
ſelves from the ſtain and foil ave” are apt to contract from Luke zi. 41. 
the uſe of worldly enjoyments and poſſeſſions, and to draw 
down a bleſſing upon them, and upon ourſelves and others 
that do or ſhall uſe them, our families as well as our 
perſons ; by ſcatteri»g, expecting that we ſhall encyeoſe, by 
caſting our bread upon the <vaters, that we ſhall find it after 
many days, from him, who with the merciful ſhows himſelf 
* merciful, who will never be à debtor to his creature, 
and has promiſed to repay what is lent to him, by being 
lent to the poor, or willingly and faithfully ſpent in his 
ſervice. But a withholding in theſe more than is meer, 
= | EE as 


14 The SaviouR's Cantions 
Serm. I. as it's a common effect of a covetous deſire, and of co- 
WV VV vetouſneſs prevailing and taking place, will be found in 
| Prov, xi. 24. the iſſue to tend to poverty, There is that ſcatiereth, and yet 
bo encreaſeth, and there is that <vitbholdeth more thin , meet, and 
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| them and theirs after them. | 

1 5 I have thus endeavoured to give you light for diſcern- 
| | ing this work of darkneſs, and to unravel to you this 
myſtery of iniquity ; to open to you the nature of the 


have ſeen, that 
The general nature of it lies in a deſire of having more, 
more of theſe worldly things, the wealth, riches, power 
and dominion of this world, and an exceſſive deſire this 


18 | ſhould ſer to theſe deſires. | 
nt Particularly it lies and is ſeen in ſuch exceſſive deſirin 


needful, more than God allows or ſees fit we ſhould have, 
more, finally, than would do us good. It is commonly 


in theſe worldly things; diſcontent with our own circum- 
ſtances, and envying at thoſe of other men; an anxious 
care and thoughtfulneſs for getting and keeping theſe 
© worldly things, even ſuch as diſtrac the mind, and un- 
Bl fir the man for the ſervice of God, or for the enjoy- 
1 6 ing the proper comforts of a chriſtian, or a man: ſuch 
| | an earneſt thought and purſuit of theſe worldly things, 
as even enprofles the thought and the man, and fills u 
| the time and thoughts, ſo thar he can think or ſpeak of, 
1 or purſue in a manner nothing elſe, and is continually, 
1 | day and night, fill'd herewith, It's commonly attended 
1 5 with, and has for its efteds fraud and injuſtice, coſenage, 
i oppreſſion and grinding the faces of the poor; lying, pro- 
. phaning and proſtituting ſacred time. to ſerve covetous 
1 
| 


purpoſes, with wronging a man's ſelf, and withholding 


them what is their due from him, and what is in the 

0 | power of his hand to give, tho he chuſes wrongfully to 

a withhoid it from them. 

1 Theſe things may have ſerzed to ſignify ſomewhat to 
f 


us of the abominable odiouſneſs and iniquity cf this fin 
of covetouſneſs, and may help us in ſome meaſure to 
account for what we are to conſider, in the ſecond place. 


* 


our Saviour againſt it; Tate becd, ard beware ef covetcuſ- 
175. The ic . | 


1. Rea- 


it tendeth to to poverty temporal and ſpiritual, to 
covetouſneſs here taxed by our bleſſed Lord. And you 


1 way, beyond all the bounds that God has ſet, and man 
more than we have, more than is meet, more than is 


attended with diſtruſt of God's providence, and truſting ' 


Þ Sj what is meet from himſelf and others, withholding from - 


II. The reaſon why a Coible guard is ſet here * 
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againſt Covetouſneſs opened. 15 

1. The firſt reaſon is, the abominable odiouſneſs and pro- Serm. IJ. 
voking iniquity of this fin: the great God does many ways 
— Fx utinoſt abhorrence of it, and high provocation 
by it. | 
"Irs ſtrange (and can have no reaſon aſſign'd for it, but 
men's general concern herein, and corruption hereby, that 
makes them ready to excuſe one another, and to think | 
and ſpeak lightly of that which few eſcape the guilt of) A 
that men, that Chriſtians ſhould be ſo ready as they are to 
ſpeak favourably of this fin, and of thoſe that are guilty 
of it. © Such a one is a good man, or a good woman, 
but they are covetous.” This laſt is unſaying what was 
ſaid before. A covetous chriſtian is juſt as much ſenſe as 
a heathen chriſtian, a mahometan chriſtian. How could 
the bleſſed God be expected to ſhow how utterly diſplea- 
ſing and pro: oking covetouſneſs is to him in a more em- 
phatical manner than he has done? when he has made it 
one cf his ten commandments, Then ſhalt net covet; when 
he has declared that he abhors the covetous; when he ſtiles pal. x. g. 
# covetouſneſs .dolatry; when he calls coverous perſons by Col. iii. 5. 
the names of adultrrers and adultereſſes; when he ranks co- 3 
vetouſneſs with the moſt deteſtable pollutions, and orders 
it not to be ſo much as nam'd among chriſtians but with 
deteſtation, even as ever they would maintain their chri- 
ſtian character, and act as it becometh ſaints: when this Eph. v. 3. 
ſin is ſo frequently ſingled out from among others, and 
thovwn to be ſo terribly incenſing his juſtice, and drawing 
down his curſe and heavy indignation upon perſons, fa- 
milies and nations. I have already mentioned the caſe of 
Gehazi, who had for his covetouſneſs a leproſy preſently 
ſerzing him, and entailed upon his family; and of Balaam 
in part, who was reliſted for this fin, and near bejng ſlain 
by an angel, and was afterward ſlain by the ſword: and 
vou are not ignorant of the caſe of chan, how his covet- 
ing the money. and the BAH h garment, brought utter Chap. vii. 
ruin upon himſelf and his family. So it's ſaid the curſe 
of God, which is repreſented in Zech. v. by a flying roll 
of great dimenſions, its length twenty cubits, and its 

| breadth ten (to note the number of curſes and woes it. 
contain'd) ſhould enter into the houſe of the thief (and 
you know it's coverouſneſs makes thieves) and ſhould re- 
main 1n it, and conſume it with tae timber and ſtones of 
it: ſo it is ſaid of the people of Iſrael, Lor the iniquity of b's It 
ceyrtouſneſs was | wrath with him, and ſmote him; I hd me ard © 
c, wroſh, And when God declares concerning this peo- 
fle in the foregoing chapter, that he would bring ſuch 
ſtaughter and deftruttion upon them, as to make their car- 
calles meat for the fowls of heaven, this heavy judgment 

1s 


= 


Joſh. xiii.22. 


Ivii 17. 


8 * * 


* 
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The SAviouRr's Cautions 


Serm. I. is laid at the door of their covetouſneſs: All the beaſts of 

* ji WY VS the field rome to devour, yea all the beaſts in the foreſt his evatch- 
4 Chap. Ivi. 9, men are blind, they are all igror ant, they are all dumb dogs, they 
if | 10, 1 cannot bark, ſleepirg, lying deson, loving to ſlumber, yea they are 
101 | greedy degs, eubich can never have enough, and they are ſpepherds 
g | that cannot ur derſtand, th:y all look to their own way, every one 
1 ſor bis gain from his quarier. And this fin is particularly, 

and in the firſt place mentioned, as what brought upon 


them the dreadful judgment of the fatal, long liv'd Babylonifb 

Jer. vi. 11, captivity. Now if we conſider thus the abominable o- 
&c. Ch. ii. diouſneſs and provoking iniquity of this fin, and how ma- 
10. compar d. ny fins it contains in it, and has for its attendants and ef- 
fects, as you have already heard, tis no wonder that our 
Lord, who was to this purpoſe manifeſted, that he might 
1Joh.iii. 8. 4. roy the works of the devil, (i.e. to deſtroy fin in the world) 
ſhould for this reaſon put a double guard upon this ſin, 

and order his diſciples to be in a ſpecial manner watch- 
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| ful againſt it. Tho another reaſon hereof we may ſup- 
| poſe to be, 3 | 
—_— 2. The danger perſons of all ſorts arc in of being 


' 
| | overtaken by it, and of being held of it when they are 
1 overtaken by it. As great as this ſin is, as provoking as 
i} it is in the fight of God, and as Endangering as it is to 
__- the ſoul, it is what perhaps few eſcape in ſome degree, 
18 and what all are ſubjeCt to be overtaken by; it ſteals up- 
#þ on perſons unawares, inſinuates itſelf cdi, ſeizes 
= and takes hold of them when they know it not, and 
= little ſuſpe& it. Men of all ranks and conditions, of all 
circumftances, ſtations, relations, are ſubject to it. "Tis 
not only the fin of the rich but of the poor, of the ignorant 
but of the learned; magiſtrates, minifters, kings, ſubjetts, the 
| trad-ſman, the lawyer, the plyſician, the farmer, tlie gentle- 


14 | : man, the ycoman, the labouring man, the mafter, the ſervant, 
1 the brggar; all are ſubject to it: tho it mars every rela- 
at tion, and therefore magiſtrates are order'd to be men of | 
"ll + Fx.xviii.21, truth, ferring God, and bating covetomſneſs, without Which 
15 | they will be open to bribes, and akt injuſtice, and have 


| their power injurious; and kings that are under its in- 
fluence are compar'd to a roaring lion and a rarging bear 
| 7 18. miniſters in whom it prevails are call'd greedy dogs, an 
iÞ Ia. lvi. 11. wen of all ſorts that arc addifted to it, and habitually 
prevail'd upon by it, are join'd with the vileft company, 
and excluded the heavenly inheritance. Yet all are ſu 
— to it, and men of all ranks, from the higheſt to the 
1 Cor vi. g, loweſt, are caution'd againſt it; the king that was to be 
x. fot over God's people, is charg'd not greatly to multiply 
Deut. a1 to himſelf filver nor gold. Miniſters are ordered not to 
1 Tuns lil 3. be greedy of filthy lucre, and ſervants not to be purloin- 
l | Ing, 


1 
| | Prov.xzviii. 


? 
. 
7 
5 
1 
: 
= 
1 
N 
1 
* 
1 
3 
1 
' i 
x 
4 


againſt Covetou ſueſe opened. 


made for it, than moſt other ſins, and more fair colours to Tit. ii. 10. 


be drawn over it ; it more panes; therefore recom- 
mends itſclf, and is apt more generally to prevail, than 
many, if not moſt others, over perſons of all ranks. It is 
therefore very remarkable, that when perſons of various 
ſtations and conditions applied to 7ebn Bapt:f (when they 
knew and believed him to be a prophet ſent of God, to 
inftru& them in his will, and were awaken'd and rous'd 
by his do&rine) to conſult and enquire of him what they 
ſhould do; that his advice to them all is ſumm'd up in 
two words, that they ſpould be merciful, and not covetous. When 
he had charg'd them to bring forth fruits. meet for repen- 
tance, and not to pretend to ne that they had Alrabam 
for their Father, for that God wes able (if they ſhould 
be reje&ed and deſtroyed) to raiſe up of ſtones children 
to Abrabam, and aſſur'd them that the ax was now laid to 


* 


| 17 
ing, but ſhowing all goed fidelity, It has more ſeeming Serm, I. 
ns to be given for ir, more pleas and excuſes to be LFWNg 


the root of the trees, ſo that ev-ry tree that bringeth not forth Luke 111. 


oed fruit, is becun down and caſt into ihe fire; and the people 11—18. 


eupon ask him, What ſhall we do then? upon this we 

are told, He anſwereth and ſaith unto them, H that þi#th ic 
coats, let him impart to him that hath none, and be that hath meat 
let him do likewiſe : then came alſo publicans to he baptized, and 
ſaid unto him, Maſter, what ſball eve do? and he ſaid unto them, 
Exact no mere than that which is appoiiitcd yow : and the ſoldiers 
likewiſe demanded of him, ſaying, Ard what ſhall we do? and 
he ſaid unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuſe any falſe- 
ly, and be content uu your wages, 

And as this is & fin men of all ſorts are endanger'd bein 
overtaken by, ſo are thoſe perſons in danger of he 
of it, that are overtaken by it, for the reaſons now men- 
tion'd. There's more colour of rea ſon this fin offers, more 
pleas it makes, than moſt others. The drunkard or ſwea- 
rer are more calily by much convinced, than the covetous 

rſon. It defies the means of conviction, and defeats them; 


Phariſees that were cou tous beard all theſe things, and x7. | 
» 


derided him; they derided our Lord, and what he ſai 
when he had been preaching againſt covetouſneſs, and for 
a right improvement of this world's goods, in order to the 


eing held 


ſecuring better things. So when our Lord bid the young Lake avi. 


man, that declar'd he had kept all rhe commandmentssg—1.. 


from his youth, if he would be perfect, go and [I] all that 
he had, and he ſhould have tr-aſure in beaven; upon this it 


is ſaid, He went away ſorrojul, for he had great poſſeſſions : 
whereupon our Saviour tells his diſciples, that h a 


man ſhould bardly enter into the 88 heaven. And T 


ki t. 


18 The Saviour's Cautions, &c. 
Serm. I. I ſay unto you, It is eaſter for a camel to paſs thro the eye of 4 

| ” XJ needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. The 
Mat.xiii.22. cayes of the <world, and the diceitfulneſi of riches hal the word, 


ard it b:cometh unfruitful. Coverouſmeſs prevails againſt the 


mears of grace, and defeats the moſt probable and likely 
methods of mens ſalvation. Covetouſneſs will either 
cauſe men to be raiſing objections againſt the preacher 
and his doctrine; or if they cannot find fault with ei- 
ther, but muſt be forc'd to commend both, or with ſome 

ſort of pleaſure to entertain them; yet it will, while it 
er raiſe ſuch ſtrong prejudices againſt the truth, as 

all effectually hinder its entrance into them, and their 
compliance with it, and the power and efficacy of God's 
word upon them in a ſaving way; and notwithſtand- 
ing all that is ſpoken to them in God's name, they will 
£9 on to do as they have done, and have their hearts 

ill ſet upon, and their lives going after their covetous 
practices. See Exel. xxxiii. 30, &c. Alſo thou ſon of man, the | 
children of thy ple ftill are talking againſt thee by the walls, 
and in ile dcory of the heuſes, and ſpeak one to another, every one 
to his brother, ſaying, Come I pray you, and hear what is the 
evord that cometh forth from the Lord: and they come unto thee as 
the people ccmeth, and they (it beſcre thee as my people, and th 
bear thy words, but they will not do them; for with their mout 

much love, but their hear“ poeth after their covetouſneſs ; 
and lo thou art unto them as a very lovely ſong of ene that hath a 
pleaſant vcice, and can play well on an inſtrument, for they bear 
thy <ords, but they do them not. X 
As then this ſin of covetouſneſs has ſuch abominable o- 

diouſneſs and ſuch provoking iniquity belonging to it, and 
as perſons of all ſorts and conditions are in ſo great dun- 
zer of being overtaken, and held by it; for theſe rea- 
ſons we may ſuppoſe our bleiſed Lord has put a double 

ard upon it, and for theſe reaſons all that prerend to be 

is diſciples, ſhould count themſelves concerned to uſe 
their utmoſt endeavour and their utmoſt caution to avoid 
it, ſhould take heed and becrare of covetouſurſs, 
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Its, Am to open the force of the argument 

BR propoſed by our bleſſed Saviour to keep 

the us from the ſin he here guards us a- 

EE gainſt (the provoking grievous fin of 

bey covetouſneſo) in what follows in the 

* F text; For a man's life conſiſteth not in tbe 

755 | abundance of the things he poſſeſſeth. By 

4 | Ife here is meant not life only in an abſolute ſenſe, 

_ but this conſider'd in relation to the means that ſupport 
and ſecure it, and render it deſirable, valuable and com- 

3 fortable: ſo that when it is ſaid, A man's life conſiſteth not 

nd in the abundance of the things <which he pelſeſſeth, it may have 

= _ theſe ſeveral meanings: | 7 

ble 1. That the prolengation of life does not depend upon 

— 8 yoann N 

+ 2. That the eaſe, good and enjoyment of life does not con- 

did ſiſt herein. Sg = „ | 


3. That the ſervice or uſefulneſs of life is not govern'd 

by this abundance. TIE ESE 
4. That the ſafety of life does not depend hereupon. 
5. That the comfort of life cannot be this way lecur'd, 

or does not conſiſt herein. | EE 
6. That the end of life will not be this way provided 

for; and therefore, | 1 
7. That the gain and advantage of life will not be this 

way ſecur'd, Rs 
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20 The Sxviour's Argument 
Serm. IT. By theſe things our bleſſed Saviour does, as we may 
WY VV ſay, cut the ground from under the feet of covetous - 

ſons, and ſap and undermine the very foundations of ov- ] 

vetouſneſs, by anſwering the pleas that are commonly 
made for it: the Son of man (to whom all * is 
committed) does in part, as it were, antieipate the judg- 
ment of the great E. by utter ſilencing the covetous 
perſon, and rendring thoſe \| leſs that were for hiding 
their Lord's talent in a napkin, and burying it again in 
the ground, from whence it was taken for uſe and im- 
provement. | | 

Theſe are the common pleas of covetous perſons for 
their coverouſneſs, and the reaſons why they think them- 
ſelves reaſonable in the unreaſonable, inſatiable, deſires 
they nouriſh and cheriſh after more of this world. The co- 
vetous think they ſhall by their covetous multiplying and 
increaſing to themſelves the good things of this life, pro- 
vide themſelves of the proper means of N N and 
protratting their lives, that by this means they ſhall pro- 
vide for their caſe and enjoyment, that they ſhall thus 
be of more ſignificancy, and of more ſervice in the world, 
that they ſhall thus be ſecur'd from the inconveniences 
and evils ro which others are, and they might otherwiſe 
be expoſed; that they ſhall thus ſecure to themſelves, 
and have the command of the conveniences of life, and 
have their lives more comfortable than other men; thar 
they ſhall. by this means provide for their own comfort 
in proportion to the quantity of their worldly abundance, 
and for the comfort of theirs after them when they ſhall 
leave this world, and that thus they ſhall be many ways 
conſiderable gainers; they ſhall gain many advantages to 
themſelves, by gaining the abundance vf this world. 

All this our Lord ſeems to deny in the expreſſion we 
have under confideration, and ſo to put to ſilence the ig- 
norance of covetous perſons (who propofe theſe things to 
themſelves by their unreaſonable, unbounded, covetous de- 
fres after worldly abundance) when he ſays and otters it 
as a reaſon againſt ſuch coverous defires, that a n, life 
confiſteth net in the abundaxce of the things that be poſſeſſeth. 
Theſe things therefore (which we may reaſonably look 
upon as contain'd in this expreſſion of our Lord's) may be 
worthy of our particular conſideration, and we ſhall e- 
deavour to conſider them accordingly. And when we are 
told, as here, by our Lord, that a man's life conſifteth nat 
in the abundance of the things which be poſſeſſeth, this may be 
ſuppoſed to ſignify to us, and we ſhall from hence endes- 
vour to ſhow you, | | . 

* | I, That 


= % F 3F êé Y. "EE ET REESE 


* 0 "20 ag gl 
* 1 2 . N 1 
5 e 
2 % 8 
% 
= 


againſt Covetonſneſs opened. 


21 
1. That the prolongation of life does not depend upon 


outward abundance. This is, I am perſuaded, with many 
a ſecret reaſon for their covetouſneſs. They eagerly deſire 


and endeavour after worldly abundance, that ſo they may 


be provided of the means of life and its continuance, and 
hope upon their plentiful proviſion this way, to have their 
lives ſpin out themſelves to a greater length, than otherwiſe 


— might reach to. But this is a fond thought, a vain 
e | 


fooliſh imagination. 

Tho it cannot be denied that ſome die by porerty, yet 
theſe are few compared with the numbers that 2 by 
plenty. Gluttony and intemperance deſtroy vaſtly more 
than penury and indigence. More, unſpeakably more 
riſh thro the abuſe and exceſſive uſe of the means of ſuſ- 
raining life, than do by the want of them. If the want 
of meat, and drink, and phyſiek, ſhould be ſuppoſed to 
ſlay its thouſands, the immoderate uſe of theſe does cer- 
rainly kill its ten thouſands, and a much greater number 


in 28 to the other. But however, it ouzhr to be 
2 thing allow'd and 7 among chriſtians (as what has 
the faireſt ground an 
the term of man's life is ſer by God, that there is an T | 

e Job vii. 1. 


firmeſt foundation in Scripture) that 


pointed time to man on earth ; that our d , are determin d, 


number of our months is with God, he has appointed our bounds Ch. xiv. 3. 


that wwe cannot paſ;: that there is to every one a ſet time 


for the continuance and duration of their temporai life, 


which none ſhall exceed, or by any means be able to paſs 
over, and that when 4 few y ars, or months, or weeks, of 


which that time conſiſts, are come, they ſhal! go th: way Ch. zvi. 22.) 


whence they ſhall not return; and tho perſons are and ſh 


de immorrtal till that time comes, yet when once it is 


come, they muſt go, and all that this world can yield and 
offer will by no means prevail for their continuance here, 


or prevent their paſſage into an eternal world: all the 


abundance of this world, all the intereſt of friends, all 
the advantage of means and medicine, will be of no ſig- 


F nificancy or avail to prevent the arreſt of death, or the 
decree of God for their removal hence, from taking its 


effect upon them to this end. They that w_ in their ay-alth, 
and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their ri h, none of them 
can by any means rede m his brother, nor give to God a ranſom 
for him; and if they cannot do this for their brother, when 
they are well and at liberty ro uſe all the advantages this 
world gives them in us greateſt plenty and enjoyment ; 
much leſs can they do it for themlelves, when they are 
ripped of theſe advantages, and can ſcarce make uſe of 


any thing, It follows, For 1b: Redemption of their Soul is pre Pcal. alis. 8, 


cious, 


. 
oy 


22 The Saviour's Argument 
Serm. II. cio, and it ceaſeth for ever, that he ſhould ſtill live for ever, 
LAY NY and not ſee corruption. | | 


2. That the eaſe, good and enjoyment of life does not con- 
ſiſt herein. This is a manifeſt common occaſion and 
gr: of mens coverous deſires and labours after world- 

y abundance; and as ſuch our Lord propoſes and expoſes 
it in the parable that he gives out, and that immediately 

Ver. 16, &c. follows the text. And he ſpake a parall- unto them, ſaying, The 
. ground of a certain rich man brougkt forth pl-ntifully, and be 
thought within bimſelf, ſ:y'ng, What ſhall I do, becauſe I have 

no room u here to __ my fruits? and be ſaid, This will I do, I 
ell pull down my bar:s and build greater, ard there will I beſtow 
all my ſruits and my goods, and [ «ill ſay to my ſoul, Soul, thor 
haft much goods laid up fer many years, take thine eaſe, eat, 
drink and be merry: but Ged ſaid un to him, Thou fool, this night 
ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and then whoſe ſhall theſe things 
be <ohich thou baft provided? It's like the former may be in- 
cluded herein, when it's ſaid, Thou haſt goeds laid up for 
many years, eat, dr. ad he merry, that this rich fool ſhow'd 
his folly in thinking and ſaying with himſelf, that theſe 

oods he had laid up ſhould be a warrant, as it were, or 
ecurity for the continuance of his life, and it may be for 
the eaſe and enjoyment of it for many years. But it's 
manifeſt that his inward thought was, that the eaſe, good 
and enjoyment of his life would be this m_y provided for, 
| and that for many years, and therefore he bleſſes himſelf, 
| and ſays to his ſoul thereupon, Soul, take thin? eaſe, for thou 
haſt goods laid up for many years. He thought theſe were 
| 0 bis gcods, even the goods of his ſoul; tho they were as unſuit- 
| 
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able to ſatisfy a ſoul, or to furniſh irs good, as ſtones and 
_ pebbles are to nouriſh human bodies, or to furniſh the 
conveniences of life: yet theſe were his goods, his ſoul's 
goods, yea all its goods, the things it was moſt ſer upon, 
moſt defirous'of obtaining, and which when they were 
now obtained, it has its fan ſatisfaction and #6 ac- 
quieſcence in: he calls upon his foul now to take its caſe, 
eat, drink and be merry, that is, take its plentiful meals, 
its pleaſant morſels, and full draughrs of the good that 
was thus afforded it, and whereby its comfort and en- Þ 
joyment were ſufficiently and abundantly provided for, for 
many years. But God calls him Fol hereupon (as ; 
one muſt inherit this character that acts at this rate) — ; 
ſays to him, This nialt ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and 
then <wwhoſe ſhall theſe things be that thou baſt provided? He | 
Þ ſuddenly ſnatches away his ſoul, takes it away with a 
| taunt and juſt upbraiding of him for his folly: © You | 
Iv have been at à great Jeal of pains to provide —_— 
; | «« o 1 
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againſt Covetouſneſs opened. 23 

« of theſe earthly goods, which you fooliſhly and wie- Serm. II. 
&« kedly looked upon as your ſoul's proper and ſatisfactory (WW 
4 goods, you reckoned your ſoul well provided with them 
« even for many years, and ſo would now have it take 
« irs reſt and eaſe; you have been a fool in all, and ſhall 
« die as a fool dies, that had opportunities of know 
and doing better, and your poor unprovided ſoul ſh 
« this night launch into eternity, and then whoſe ſhall 
* theſe things be for which you have ſo toil'd and ſwear, 
« and have neglected my poor and your own ſoul; they 
« were goods here, but you ſhall leave them at once, 
« in a night, this night, and that to thoſe that perhaps you 
<« little expected, and who may employ to better purpoſes, 
it may = what you have employ'd in ſo vile a manner, 
« or doing as you have done, and _ of you provided 
« for the Sie of the ſame luſts, ſhall periſh as you 
4 do, and have their fins helping to enflame your reckon- 
ing, and to aggravate your condemnation, and eternal 
« miſery and torment:” ſo is he that layeth up treaſure to 
. 3 bimſelf, and is not rich towards God. Like this fool upon re- 

Z cord are all they, that, as he did, are coveting abundance 
of earthly good for their own eaſe and comfort, neglect- 
ing to uſe and improve worldly advantages and enjoyments 
for God's glory, or for the purpoſes of 2 good to 
themſelves and others. Which leads to the third thing. 


3 3. That the ſervice or uſefulneſs of life is not govern'd 
by this worldly abundance. This is the hypocritical 
Z guiſe that covetouſneſs ſometimes puts on. hen the 
meaſure of mens deſires and labours for this world are 
ſuch as admit of no juſt apology, but are manifeſtly 
unreaſonable and covetous (as exceeding all bounds God 
has ſet to ſuch defires and labours to make them lawful and 
warrantable) they will be ready to palliate and excuſe the 
22 covetouſneſs that thus appears, by ſaying that they do not 
"2 deſire after, or labour for theſe things themſelves for their 
 X own ſolitary worth, or as a means of furniſhing their own 
2 ſolitary good and enjoyment, but as a means of rendring _ 
them of more ſignificancy, of more uſe and ſervice in the 
world, that they may do that ſervice with them that they 
could not without them. But may not that of the apo- 
ſtle be here applied? Fer if the truth of God bath more a- Rom. iii. 
3 founded thro my lye, to bis glory, why yet am I alſo judged as a7, 8. 
nner? And not rather as we be ſlanderouſly reported, and as 
me affirm that we ſay, Let us do evil that good may come of it? 
Whoſe damnation is juſt. This is commonly a mere figment, 
a fair pretence to cover and juſtify foul deſires and actions. 
We are by no means to do evil, that good may come of 
| i, 


24 The Saviour's Argument 
germ. II. it. A good intention will by no means juſtify ill actions, 
or fo much as an evil deſire. God and conſcience muſt be 

expected ro condemn us, if we pretend, out of a good de- 
ſign, to break a divine commandment. It's impious to 
pretend to honour God by gratifying our own luſts; and 
one of theſe two things may be expected to happen to 
ſons that act thus wickedly, upon the view I have men- 
tion'd, that either they ſhould miſs of their end of being 
rich, or if they gain this point, the church and the world 
ſhall find the vanity of thoſe pretenſions, they made to 
cover their covetous thirſt after riches and worldly abun- 
darde, by the failure of their doing good to either, at 
leaſt in any proportion to what their abilities are. And 
as it's manifeſt in itſelf, that in order to ſervice and uſe- 
fulneſs in the world (and very great degrees of the ſame) 
abundance is not neceſlary ; 105 it 15 a common obſervation, 
juſtify d by every day's experience, That they are the mid- 
dle fort of men that do the moſt good. | 


4. That the ſafety of life does not depend hereupon. 
The abundance + 7 ia? things that — are — 
eedily to deſire and covet after, is not neceſſary, nor is 
at uſeful, or of ettect to make men's lives more ſecure from # 
the many dangers and evils to which they are ſubject. 4 
The greateſt abundance cannot keep off the evils and 
inconvenicnces of life. Sickneſs and death ſhow no re- 
Fpe& to greatneſs, but do as boldly enter the palaces of 
princes, as the beggar's hovel ; Pailida mers æꝗquo pulſat pede | 
parp rum tabernas regumque twrres, Hor. Dangers and d1fſ- * 
afters do as well, as ſoon and as eaſily overtake and ſeize | 
the richeſt and greateſt, as thoſe of lower eſtate, and in 
the meaneft circumſtances and condition. He that made 
the rich and the pcor equally, has both equally in his 
hand and under his government. He has equal power o- 
ver both, and can lay his hand equally upon either, at 
what time, and in what way and manner ſoever he pleaſes: 
he has the whole diſpoſal of the lot of both. Where the 
mountain is largeſt and ftands ſtrongeſt, it is ſtill de- 
nding upon his favours that makes it ſo, and if he hides | 
is face, thoſe with whom it is ſo now, and who — : 
it would be ſo for continuance, are preſently troubled. } 
David, who had as much to glory in, as to theſe, as any | 
in his day, found it ſo often, and makes an open co ; 
of it (of bis own raſh and unwarrantable concluſion, and 
of the power and providence of God oppoſing and con- 
tradicting it) in that Pſal. xxx. 6,7. Ard in my preſperiiy 1 
faid, I ſball never be moved, 'thou, Lord, ly thy favour made | 
my mountain to flavd ſtrong, thou didff hide thy face — = ; 
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againſt Cooctouſneſs opened. 
froubled, And Feb is ſer forth as à remarkable inſtance Serm. II. 


a dunghill, to ſerape 


25 
reſt man in all the eaſt, rich (YN 


beyond all in ſubſtance and poſſeſions, is ſuddenly brought 


bimſelf there-with « potſherd, 


bis body overrun with ſore boils from head to foot, when 
ance and children had been before deſtroyed by a 


dreadful and ſudden hand of providence. | 
Indeed higher circumſtances, and worldly abun- 
dance, are ſo far from being a 24 ion for the greater ſer 


curity and ſafety of thoſe ro w 


they belong, that they 


do manifeſtly make perſons the broader marks of —_— 
envy, they ſerve to open more doors to the entrance ..« 
hurt and injury, grief and ſorrow, and to encreaſs. the 
gecount of the intereſts and inſtances, in which they ar 
more liable ro be troubleſomely affected than Perſons of 


inferior circumſtances. So that, 


does not conſiſt herein. 


11 


7 ” 
188 
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5. The comfort of Iife cannot be this way ſecured, or 


"Tis the comfort of it N 
life much conſiſts. A diſeaſed dying life, a pained, ſuf· 
fering, ſorrowful life, are not, cannot be deſirable in 
themſelves, rho _- may be for their uſes and ſervices 

Y 


And indeed it is 


the ſervice and comfort of life, that 


can make life defirable or valuable. Now, as we have 
ſhown you as to the former, ſo it's manifeſt as to this laty 
ter, that it does not conſiſt in the abundance of theſÞ out» 


ward thin 


of them. 


g5, nor can be ſecured by the greateſt abundance 


Dio not the greater cares viſit greater perſons more xhan 
= thoſe of inforts 


their fine houſes,” ride in their gilded coaches, and aro 
attended with the greateſt and moſt ſplendid retinus, have 
ly more cares and fears attending them than.thoſa 
in meaner circumftances? The trouble of a large family 
6 | of large acquaintance, of great | entertainments, long and 
„ almoſt conſtant attendance, muſt be a great confinement 
upon their thoughts and lives, and render them leſs com- 


X neceſſari 


or rank ? 


Muſt not they that dwell in * 


3 fortable and free to enjoy themſelves than thoſe that are 
in lower circumſtances. The livres of ſuch wuſt (or,at 


ry, and in freq 


leaſt many times do) ſpend themſelves in a centipuat.hur- 
uent exceſſes of cating and 2 They 

know not the pleaſure commonly of eating to ſatisfy hun- 
ger, or drinking to quench thirſt, but have natuie gontinu · 
ally ſatiated and overcharged, to the breeding dj 
and laying the foundation commonly of painful diſeaſes, on 
troubleſome ones; ſome of which ars peculiar i 
ner to rich perſons, or thoſe that are in better 1 
or in the 38 Thraſe, live Wall- 


1 


in a ma, 


the 


33 The Saviour's Argument 
Serm. II. the foundation is oft thus laid of pain and miſery to their 
LY WV children and poſterity, Health, that gives a ſavour and 
ſweetneſs to all other enjoyments, and renders perſons at 
liberty to enjoy all the other comforts, as well 'as to do 
the ſervices of life, is certainly much more the bleſſing 
of poor perſons and families than of rich, of thoſe in 
meaner than of thoſe in higher circumſtances; and this 
greateſt of temporal et s the abundance of the world 
cannot give or protect. With how very different aſpe&s 
with regard to health do rich and poor perſons and 2 
lies frequently look? With how much more eagerneſs, 
heartineſs, true ſavpur and reliſh, and ftrong appetite, da 
the poor and labouring men take their ordinary coarſe 


no compariſon ordinarily betwixt the ſtrength of poor and 
rich. d as to inward peace and enjoyment, worldl 
abundance may and does commonly much hinder it, but it 
can by no means purchaſe and give it; and this is cer- 
tainly a bleſſing that is much more commonly found with | 
ons of meaner ſtations and in lower circumſtances, 
than with thoſe in higher condition. The true peace of 


| ceeding from it, good teſtimony, peace with God and 
from God, r rag of Chriſt, that peace that he has left 
with his diſciples, and bequeath'd as a legacy to them, 
and that he gives thoſe that are truly ſuch, is more com- 
monly ro be found with poor than rich perſons. They 
are the poor commonly that receive the Gofpel, its grace 


3 


Jam. ii. 5, 6, thoſe that -receive them, as ſays the apoſtle, Hearken, my 

* ee brethren, bath not God choſen the poor of this world, vi 
n faith} aud beirs of the kingdom, which be hath promiſed tq 
. them-that love him? But ye have deſpiſed the poor, Do not rich 
w 22 you, and draw you beſore the judgment ſeats? Do note 
| | 1ſpheme that evorthy name, hy the which ye are called? | 
The comfort of life cannot then be ſecured by, nor does 

it conſiſt in worldly abundance. | 


6. The end of life will not be provided for by the greateſt 
worldly abundance. This is a great ground of the co- 
vetous deſires and labours of many, that they may thus 
ſecure a largo portion of this world to their children, that 
PC. geit. 1 — — leaws ſufficient ſubſtance unto thei babes, that their 
* und deſcendants may be amply provided for. And 
| how notoriouſly 5 that __ - od _ 5 man 7? 
| g. He that provides not for bis own, but eſpecially for thoſe of bis own 
Fs" 4 deb dene abe faith, and pk thes an infidel. While, 
nder pretenco pf reſpect to this holy declaration, wa: | 


tramp 


— 


and ngs, when the rich deſpiſe them and evil entreat 3 


fare, than rich perſons their coſtly proviſions? There is ; 


"3.59 
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God, peace of conſcience, peace attended with or pro 
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to themſelves great eſtates, an 


their wiſdom here 


| againſt Cooetonſheſs opened. 


27 


trample the many laws of God under foot, that ſhould ſet 


bounds to the defires and endeavours this way, and have 
no end of their care, and thought, and labours, that they 
may provide for their own houſe; while God's houſe, and 
their own houſes, in many important Reſpetts, their o sn 
ſouls, and the ſouls of theirs, are upon this account hor- 
ribly neglected? :: 17 babi/ 

Yea, & common caſe it is for thoſe, that have no chil- 
dren and families to provide for, to ſet no bounds to their 
coverous deſires and 3 and to be endleſly, and with 
the greateſt warmth and vi 


after worldly gain and advantages, that they may ama 


leave theſe behind them 
to they know not whom. This Solomon long fince 'rook 
notice of, and expos d as a fingular vanity he had ſeen 


r to the very laft, p—_ | 


* 


+ 1 * 


under the ſun: Then I returned and ſaw 'vanity under the fun, Ecel. ic. y. i: 


There is one alone, and there is not a ſecond, yea he hath no thild 
nor brother; yet there is xo end of all his labour, neither is bis eye 


® N/atisfied with riches, neither ſatth be, For whom do I labour and 


mo my ſoul of good? This is alſo vanity, yea it is 4 ſore 
owl e 6 

And indeed in this matter the caſe is the ſame; whe- 
ther a man have any or none, few or more to take care 
of; where covetouſneſs prevails, his cares and labours are 
the ſame. The pleaſure men take in their covetous de- 
fires and labours, engage them in them, and engage them 
to carry them on, how little reaſon ſoever there may be 
for this worldly care and thought: as I remember to hw 
heard of a perſon who was r this way, 
when a friend talk'd to him ſeriouſly about it, and told 


him what little reaſon he had to be ſo ſordidly covetous; 
and as an argument to preſs home what he was diſeourſ- 
ing about, told him that his ſon would, in likelihood, as 


merrily ſpend his eſtate, as he had carefully got and 
kept it: Let him do ſo, ſays he, if he will; I defy him 
to take more pleaſure in ſpending my eſtate, than I have 
took in getting it. W 1 1999 | 


But alas! as the prophet ſpeaks, „ xvii. 11. 4 @ par- 
= tridge ſitteth upon eggs, and hatcheth * ſo be that getteth 
3 riches, and not by right, ſhall leave them in the midſt of bis days, 


and at bis end ſball be 4 fool; This is the caſe of covetous 


perſons, they get tiches, nor by right, but by breaking 


thro the laws of God (the reſtraints he has pur them un- 


der 4 and denying and withholding the reſpects 
due to God and man ; tho they thought they ſhow'd 
(and ated a wiſer part than thoſe 
that added otherwiſe) yet — did hereby ſhow them- 
ſelves egregious fools, caſting otf that fear of ib Lord, which 
. | D 2 | | 


\ ; 


CO 


a8 The Saviour's Argument 
Serm. II. is % begining of all <vi/dem ; and continuing to act at this 

WY WV rare; living and dying in this e e covetouſneſs 

ſeldom leaves thoſe to whom it becomes habirual, and 

therefore. there is great danger they are in of ſo doing) 
whenever God ſhall call chem by death, in the end they MK 

will prove the greateſt fools; while they ſhall go unpro- | 

vided into an eternal ſtate, in which they muſt ever abide, 
and of making ſuitable proviſion for which they were hin- 

; der'd, by having their time and thoughts wholly tak 

| wp in making proviſion for this world, that all muſt, cap 

| know they muſt, in a little time leave and part with. 

You ſee, in the place I have already open'd to you, 
our Lord puts the fool upon all that lay wp treaſure for 
| _— and are not rich toward God in grace and good 
2 works. As he elſewhere docs, when propoſes the 
Mat. vi. 26. queſtion, What ſhall it profit a man, if be ſpall g in yhe cubola 
world, ard Iiſe bis otum ſoul; or <chat ſball à man give in ex- 
thange for bis ſanl? As the wiſe man alſo does, when he 
tells us, rhat the getting of riches Ly a lying tongue (as they 
muſt do, who are covetouſly taking and. getting them, in 
eontradiction to their baptiſmal and ſacramental vows ang 
oath given to God) is like 4 vanity iqſſed to and fro K. 1 

that tote death. To prefer love to the world to love tg 
their maker and r gemer the ſecuring a worldly inte- 
reſt to the ſecuring the favour of God's ſpiritual and 
eternal 'bleſbngs, to love death rather than life, eternal 
death ruther than ſpi ritual and eternal life, to prefer ns; 
PPY 
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world and its advantages (that are but of a temporar 
hort duration) to * comforts, and bleſſings, and bapp' 
great enjoyments of an eternal world and ſtate; to 
ſuffer tho care for the hody, a rotting, dying fene 
muſt in « little time be made meat for worms) and the 
bodily life chat will ſoon end, to hinder us of making ſuĩ⸗ 
| table proviſion for the precious immortal foul and its eter: 
nal eftate: this ſurely muſt be the greateſt folly. And 
will it de any argument of the wiſdom of theſe perſons, 
or any comfort to them, will it not rather be 4 to 
ing fefleQion to them when they are leaving this word, 
| if they have any ſenſe, that at the expence of their own 
ſouls, and with the horrible negle& of the fouls, of theix 
_ children and families, they have been furniſhing food an 
wel for their childrens. luſts, and putting a ſword int 
their hands, whereby to do greater miſchief ro themſelye: 
«nd the world, than otherwiſe * might have been ca- 
pable of doing, and it may be of bringing upon the 
| Mitter and more notorious. deſtruction than otherwiſe 
_ might have overtaken them; and that they ſhould ſo have 
their fins as well as their own en,, 
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againſt Covetouſneſs opened. 


are cruſhed in the gate, neither is there any to deliver them. 'The 
gate was the place of judgment, ſo that the expreſſion 
may note their being 2 under & capital ſentence, 
from which they could not redeemed, and being ac- 
cordingly cut off by the ſword of juſtice for thoſe crimes, 
which the wealthy circumftances - they were in led them 
to commit, and the guilt and puniſhment whereof the 
icht have eſcaped, had they had leſs of this work 
However this may prove, upon the whole certain it is, 
that as the wealth and riches of this world canoot follow 
any to another (and could they do fo, are no current coin 
there) ſo tis not the greateſt worldly abundance that can 
make our end happy, or our-children ſafe or happy, that 
we ſhould leave behind us. Outward great plenty 
worldly abundance are more frequently curſes than they 
are bleſſings, they are grievous 2 and dungerous 
ſnares to the ſouls of the moſt, inſtruments of much wie- 


3 | kedneſs, and occaſions of great evil. The happineſs of 


the lives, and the comforts of the end of our ſelves and 


X ours, muſt be otherwiſe and better provided for, than by 


Saget worldly abundance, and can never be provided for 
x. nat, | : 


the abundance of the things we ſhould poſſeſs. Gain and 
advantage are the things that covetous hearts are ſet upon, 


E | that covetous deſires are ſtill aſpiring after, and that all 


the care and labours of covetous perſons are endleſly and 
unweariedly employed in ſeeł ing after, and endeayour- 
ing to ſecure to themſelves. But the conſiderations we 


have already had before us, may ſerve to convince us, 


that the gain and advantage of life is nor to be ſecur'd by 


| the greateſt worldly abundance that the moſt covetous 


perſon could defire or reach after. For, if the prolonga- 
tion of life does not depend upon outward abundance, if 


4 | the greateſt worldly abundance cannot do any thing to 


protra the lives of ourſelves, or of thoſe we wiſh well 
and beſt to; if the eaſe, good or enjoyment of life does 
not conſiſt in this worldly abundance ; if the ſervice or 


uſefulneſs of life is not govern'd hereby, if the ſafety of 


life does not depend hereupon, if the comfort of life can- 
not be this way ſecured, does not conſt herein, if the 
end of life will not be this way provided. for; - then it 
may be readily concluded as what does naturally follow 
from theſe premiſſes, that the gain and advantage of life 
(which all muſt allow to lie much in theſe things) will 


not be this way ſecured. | The 


YJub v. 3,4+ I bees ſeen the fooliſo taking not, but ſuddenly 1Serm. 1h, 


curſed bis habitation ; bis children. are far - from ſafety, and the woot "1 
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Serm. II. The 
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The Sxviour's Argument 

apoſtle aſſures us, that our gain is otherwhere to 
be t for than in worldly abundance, in that 1 Tim. 
vi. 6. godlineſs with contentment is great gain. The con- 
text is very much to our preſent * and therefore I 
ſhall acquaint you with it. He tells us of ſome in the 


| foregoing verſe, that ſuppoſed gain was godlineſs, they 


thought, or ated as if they thought, in direct contradic- 
tion to what our Lord here aſſerts, that a man's life con- 


ſifted in the abundance of what he poſleſſed, and therefore 


that they were at all adventures, at all hazards, whate 

they ined for it, by right or wrong to get worldly a- 
bundance, and that whatever tended to promote their 
worldly intereſt and advantage, was reconcileable to reli- 
gion, and allow'd by that. Whether the Gnoſticks are here 
— . inted at, as Dr. Hammond conceives, is not 
ſo material for us to enquire. The ſenſe and practice of 


ſuch — the apoſtle rejects with abhorrence, and or- 
chr 


ders chriſtians to turn away from thoſe that affected them, 


and then tells them where the true gain lay, which was 


in godlineſs with contentment : Swppoſirg that gain is godli- 
neſs, from ſuch withdraw yourſelf, but godlin:ſs with content- 
ment is preat gain. This thought he urges upon him, 
and for the preſſing him and others to attend ro it, he 
adds; For ue brought nothing into this world, and it is cer- 
tain ue ſball carry nothing out; and having food and raiment, 
let ms be therewith content. Nature is content with little, 
and grace ſhould be with as little; but they that vill be rich, 
that notwithſtanding this declaration of what is the truth 
of the caſe here, will be content with nothing ſhort of 
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the riches of this world, will greedily ſeek after theſe, : 


and are reſolv'd to graſp them by whatever means; 

fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurt- 
ſul lufts, which drown men in deſtruction and perdition ; for the 
love of money (which puts all this forward, and prompts 
men hereto, puſhes on this deſire and reſolution in them, 
and puſhes them on in its purſuance) this love of money 
which lies at the bottom of, and is the root of this inor- 
dinate deſire, affection and reſolution, is the root of all evil; 


which chile ſome coveted after, they have erred concerning the 


faith, and pierced themſelves thro with many ſorrows. 


That which is the main thing the apoſtle here purſues, 


the main propoſition he lays down, and in purſuance 7 


| whereof the reſt is offer'd, is, that godlineſs <vith contemrment 


favour, God's peace, God's preſence, God's bleſſing. Lo ö 


is great gain; this is the proper gain and advantage of f 


Life: and to this all other advantages are owing that de- 
rive from it. Let a man be godly and content, and he 
may expect, whatever he has of the world, to have God's 


* 
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againſt Covetouſueſs opened. 1 
him be content with whatever lot and ion God is Ferm. II. 


to leaſed to aſſign him of the preſent world and its en} 9 
Tim. — let — ſeek and 25 righteouſneſs, follow oe | 
con- holineſs, ſtrenuouſly endeavour to make progreſs in the 
re TI ſame, and he ſhall certainly find this to be the moſt 
the thriving trade; he ſhall thus be bleſſed with ſpiritual 
they bleſſings in heavenly things in Jeſus Chriſt, he ſhall be 
adic- made meet for the inheritance among the ſaints in light, 
con- and brought to that in due time: and in the mean time 
fore ſhall be in thoſe circumſtances, and have that meaſure of 
eve? BY worldly advantages and enjoyments that ſhall be beſt for 
y &- him, and moſt happily tending to advance his preſent com- 
heir fort and real good, and his preparation for that other and 
reli- better world, and the better enjoyments thereof: Mar. vi. 
here 35+ But ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and his riobteouſneſs, and 

not all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. He ſhall find thus 
e of godlineſs profitable for all things, baving promiſe of the life that Tim. iv. 8. 
d or- now is, and that cobich js to come. The gain and advant | 
hem, of life then are not to be ſecured by worldly abundance, 
was but will be ſo by true godlineſs with contentment. 
godli- l I have thus finiſh'd the doctrinal part, and would now, 
ent- a 5 | 

him, IV. Offer ſomewhat by way of Application. And the 
, he only uſe I ſhall make, will be of — —— and that 
s cer- only in two particulars. 1 
ment, 1. That you would examine yourſelves, whether you 
ittle, are, and how far you are guilty of the ſin you are here 
rich, FF guarded againſt with ſuch a double caution by our Sa- 
rrath Mviour. We ſhould be very cautious of charging others 
rt of 38 with this fin, we may wrong them, and injure ourſelves, 
heſe, and draw guilt upon our own ſouls by doing ſo. It is a 
they — of an heinous nature, highly provoking to God, very 
bari -. c ry to our chriſtian profeſſion, and various chriſtian 
or the obligations, and if it prevails in perſons, and reigns over 
"mpts them, does really unchriſtian them, annuls and makes void 
hem, their title to à chriſtian character. We ſhould therefore 
zoney de very tender of charging any with it, and never do ſo 
inor⸗ without juſt grounds, and a fair call thereto, But, in 
evil; © God's name, let us ſearch out our own guilt this way, and 
ng the | _— ourſelves home with ir. | 
y I have ſhown you how very provoking (his fin is in the 

rſues, icht of God, how many ways he h wn his diſplea- 
uance ſure againſt it, and how it tends to draw down his curſe 
nment and judgment upon perſons, families and nations; how 
ge of evil it is in itſelf, and what * it expoſes us to, and tends 
x de- to draw down upon us; and I have endeavoured to ſhow 
ad he you in a proper manner the nature of this ſin, wherein it 


conſiſts, and whoreby it diſcovers itſelf, and have as to 


32 


are ſubje@ to this ſin) whether you are not, and in what 
degrees you are chargeable with the guilt of it. Have you 


is needful, more than God has allow'd or ſeen fit 


_ tle elſe than this world, and theſe worl 


The SAviour's Cautions and f - 1 


Serm. II. theſe matters offered nothing to you, I truſt, but what 
WWW the word of God will bear me out in. 7 


I beſeech you then conſider (as I have ſhown you all 


not been prevailed upon by an unreaſonable, unreftrain'd 


defire of having more of theſe worldly things? Have you 
not deſired them to excels, defi 


thus more of theſe 
things than you had, more than is meet, more than 


ou 
ſhould have, and more than would do you good? And 
have you not found ſuch deſire attended with your diſ- 
truſt of God's providence, and truſting in — —_ 
ſo alienating your truſt from God, and placing it pou E 
idol mammon? Ha'n't it been attended wi 
with your own circumſtances, and envying at thoſe of 
33 — m_ Co to po ? with e —_ _ 
thoughtfulneſs tting and keeping the things of this 
world, even ſuch 2 drafting of — Brno, and un- 
fitting of you for the ſervice of God, or for the enjoying 
the proper comforts of a chriſtian or of a man? Ha'n't it 
been attended with ſuch an earneſt thought and purſuit 


of theſe worldly things, as even has engroſs'd you and 4 


your thoughts, as has fill'd up your time and thoughts, ſo 
that you could think or ſpeak of nothing, or but voy lit- 
y things? Ha'n't 
it been attended with, and had for its effe&s fraud, in- 
juſtice, couſenage, oppreſſion, grinding the faces of rhe 
poor, 1 ſacred time, employing it to com- 
mon uſes and purpoſes, in common affairs to ſerve ava- 
ritious defigns, and withholding from yourſelves and others 
what was your and their due, and ought accordingly to 
have been yielded and given? ES 
Labour to know, Sirs, whether and in what . e 
— are chargeable with this fin, charge yourſelves 


home with it in whatever —_— it may have belonged, 
le | 


or is belonging to you. Humble yourſelves deeply before 
God for it, IS pardon thro the redeemer's merits, 
and his grace to help you to overcome it, and to ſeparate 

ourſelves from it. And, | 
2, Uſe all proper mcans to purge yourſelves from it, 
In e upon divine grace, endeavour faithfully 
and fully to reſolve againſt it; to fix your reſolution a- 
— it, and in the diligent uſe of all proper mcans to 
yourſelves againſt it, ro ſeparate and alienate your- 
ſelves-from it, to oppoſe it, and to Fer the victory over it. 
former, 1 


| And in order both to this and the for 1 
6 1. Be 


diſcontent 


4 


5 Argument again Covetouſne(s opened. 


1.) Beware of the deceitful and dangerous nature ofSerm. II. 
this fin, which is commonly attended with two things WW NJ 


that we ſhould moſt dread, and that make mens reco- 
very from it very difficult; they are hardneſs of heart, 
and blindneſs of mind. As covetouſneſs hardens a mans 
heart againſt the poor, ſo it does againſt God, againſt him- 
ſelf, againſt his family. "Tis à fin attended with much 
hardneſs of heart; tis no leſs attended with blindneſs of 


mind. What every one, all the world can ſee in him 
that obſerves him, the covetous perſon cannot ſee in him- 
ſelf, and is not ready to ſuſpe& himſelf of, nor will be 


eaſily convinced that it is with him; and conſequently 
he will be hardly recover'd from, or brought to amend. 
2.) Remember that for any to be covetous, is to have 
their ſpot not the ſpot of God's children. Such may have 
covetouſneſs in them, but not prevailing over them, {o as 
properly to render them covetous, or to denominate them 
coverous perſons. Samuel diſcharges himſelf from this guilt, 


ven he was ready to lay down his charge: beheld here I am, 1 Sam. zii.5; 

XR witneſs agamſt me bejore the Lord, ard before his anointed; Wheſe 
ex bare I taken, or <hoſe aſs have I taken, or whom have 1 de- 

fraud ed, whom hate | opr/ d, er of whoſe hand have | received 


any bribe to lind mine yes therewith? So the apoſtle Paul, 


1 | 1 have courted no mani ſilver, or gold, cr apparel. And holy Ab nx. 36, 


Feb, you may ſee what various, multiply d expreſſions he 


morſel myſ-If alone, and the fatberleſs bath not eaten thereof 


1 | ( for my youth be c, brought up <vith me as <vith a father, 


and | have guided ber from my mcther's <vomb) if I have ſeen any 


. | periſh for want of clothing, or any poor without covering; if his 


loins have not bl ſſed me, and if be were not armed with the 


= frece of ep; if I bave li band againſt the father- 
J... — ſaw my belp in the x on, then let — — fall 
om my ſbruld r blade, and mine arm be broken jrom the bone. 
Again, ſtrauger, ſays he, did roi lodge in the ſtreet, but I Ver. 32. 
opened my doors to the raueller. And he · coneludes the chap- 

ter, and this long diſcourſe thus; if my lind ty againſt me, 
or that the furroaus l:kewyſe thereof c mai; if | have eaten tho 


fruits thereof without money, or have cauſed the owners thereof to 
+ Foes I fe : lat thiſtl:s grow inſtead of <»heat, and cockle inſtead 
of h rl y. | | 


3.) Kemember you. dere, redeemed from a vain converſation, 


and from ſuch a vain, unprofitable, mjurious, and hurtful 


converſation eſpecially, us a covetous converſation is, not 
With ſfiiv v and geld, but <with the precious blood ef Chriſt, Er- 


aſnuch as ye knew, ſays the apoſtie, tht ye were nt redeemed |; pet. i. 16, 


vith cerruptibl: things, as filver and gold, from your vain canber- 15. 
E ſation 


"2X uſes to this purpoſe : If I bave withheld be poor from their job zr. 
38 defire, or haue camſed the eyes of the <vidow to fail, or bave eaten 16—334 
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The SAViouR's Caution nnd 


Serm. II. ion rceited Ly tradition from your fathers ; but cvith the pre- 


OY WV com tlerd of C heiſ, os of a lamb flain cui ant I lemi fb, ard with- 


Tit. ii. 14 


Exh. v. 5. 


ent fret, The price of our redemption, particularly men- 
tioned es to the negative, mt with ſilver and gd, ſhows that 
this part of a vain converſation is particularly refer'd to, 
as what believers were in a peculiar manner redeemed 
from by the precicus blood of Chriſt ſhed on that account; 
as we are cliewhere told, that our Lord v himſelf for us, 
4. 5. to death, that he might not only redeem us from all ini- 
ou'ty, but fur ſy to Jimſelf a pecul ar provl? zealous of good 
gore. 

4.) Conſider the unſatiableneſs, and fo the unſeemlineſs 
ien covetous deſire in thoſe that pretend to be chriſtians. 
There is no ſatisfying a covetous deſire. Men can never 
expect to have what they unreaſonably deſire of this 
world, "Tis a thirſt that is not to be allay'd, that no- 
thing granted it can ſatisfy. And how ſunſeemly 1s it for 
thoſe that profeſs to be chriſtians, to have taſted better 
thinps, to expect the beſt things (taſted ſpiritual things, 
the ſwectneſꝭ of Chriſt and the promiſes, and expect hea- 
ven ard eternal glory) to have their hearts fo "feed to 
this world, and fo inſatiably thirſting after a worldly 
good ? How well mizht the apoſtle direct, that coverory- 
weſt frovid mt Le roamed amen chriſtians as l met ſcirts ® 


5.) While you are unreaſonably coveting after theſe 


worldly things, coniider what you are covering; certainly 
an evil covetouſnets to yourſelves, and what may prove 
10 to your honſes and families. | 

It will certainty be to the damage of your own ſouls, 
to the prejudice ct your ſpiritual attection and ſpiritual 
enjoyment. Ir may bring great evil upon you, PRI 
evil, the hiding of God's face, the withdraviing of his Spi- 
vit, the leflening vour tpiritualttock and ſpiritual ſtrength, 
your preſent comtorrs and your eternal rewards. It may 
bring evil vpon your ſamiies. But ſome way or other, if 
you belopg to God, he will convince you of the evil of it, 
by his rebukes upon-you for it, and it's very likely may 


make you find yall in that, from whence you hoped to 


reap the gresteſt ſweets. | | 

U.) Contider much, and Jer your minds much ſteep 
thenſelves in the thoughts of this Kind eaurion, and mo- 
nition, and graciot's command ot your redcemer; Take 
hot, avid tecunve of ccvetonſnitj How Kin 1s it that he 
Would thus ppprize us of the evil of it, and our danger 
[ Y IT, fot Humtelt, „lad command tis TO ict a double guard 
reist what we ave to apt to fall into, and what would 


prove e hurt wo is? Let us hereupon fear the Lord à d 


Li god, J, re. ctence and bow to the authority of the 


81 Cal 


a 


ok jeed A «a Ad as 


Argument againſt Covetonſneſs opened. 
great lacgiver, colo has poever to ſave and to deſtroy, while we 


admire the kindneſs and grace of our gracions Aonitor LY Ng 


and Savicur, and his moſt uſeful and kind monition in or- 
der to our ſalvation ; for there is no ſalvation for a cove- 
tous perſon living and dying ſuch. The apoſtle ſpeaks of 
it as a known thing, what was and muſt be allow'd and 


granted amongſt chriftians, that couctous perſons ſhall not 1 Cor vi. 9, 


inherit the kingdom cf God. | 

7.) Oppoſe, and immediately and earneſtly ſet yourſelves 
to do what is contrary to thoſe covetous deſires, affections 
and practices that have prevailed with you. If you would 
recover yourſelves from it, haften your recovery, and 
early and preſently apply yourſelves to the contrary, to 
affect and do what is manly, chriſtian, and generous. 
Show your repentance, your penitent ſenſe of, and humi- 


liation for your former folly, by taking preſent wiſe mea- 
ſures, and purſuing them with zeal and | 

If we would not fulfil the luſts of the j!:ſb, we muſt cv Gal. v. 15. 
in the Spirit; if we would not be drunk cuith cine <uherein” is Exh. v. 18. 


cartineſs. 


exceſs, we ſhould be filled with the Spirit: fo if we would 
not be covetous (if we would be recovered from former 
faults and miſmanagement this way, from former and pre- 
ſent covetouſneſs) let us be generous; let us preſently be 
ſo, and haſten our eſcape as a bird from the ſnare of the 
fowler, let us make haſte and not delay to obſerve this or- 


der of our Saviour. Let us _— and earneſtly lay hold of 


every opportunity that offers of doing good, as we may 


ſeek and court the occaſions of the moit generous and ge- 


neral beneficence that our circumſtances will admit of, 


and whatever our hand firdeth to do, do it cih cur might. | E. el. ix. 10. 


And when you are converted (as Chriſt ſpeaks to Peter, 
Strengthen thy brethren, ſo) do what you can to recover o- 
thers from this dangerous, fatal ſnare, by which fo many 
are taken, and all are endanger'd, and the ſad effects 
whereof ſo many perſons, families, yea, nations, fecl and 
groan under at . day. ; 


| 
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. Fs Lux R XIV. 14. 
And 7hon ſhalt be blefſed, for they cannot 
. recompence thee, for thou ſhalt be recom- . 
penced at the reſurrettion of the juſt. 


UR bleſſed Lord has not only ſhown his 
love to us, in the quality of our great high 
prieſt, dying and ſuffering for us, and inter- 
ceding at the Father's right hand upon the 
merits of his ſacrihce ofter'd once for all (ſo 

| making reconciliation, obtaining all ſuitable 

: Vleſſings and eternal redemption for us) but as our great 

1 Feber inſtruding us in the will of his holy father, en- 

ightening our benighted minds with the knowledge of 
his divine doctrine, and by his precepts and example lead- 
ing us to the practice of univerſal righteouſneſs, which is 

Þ the appointed, and will be the certain way of ſecuring ro 

| us the great benefits that come by his death, and the com- 

„ fort and comfortable enjoyment of the ſame, both in this 
and in another world. 
lis zeal, diligence and faithfulneſs in the execution of 
his prophetical office, taking all occahons of propounding 
the divine dodrine of his holy father, confirming it by 
miracles, reſcuing it from the falſe gloſſes that were pur 
npon it by the corrupt teachers among the F-ws in his 
day, and recommending and enforcing it by all proper 
methods and motives, and his conſtancy herein againſt all 
oppoſition, were very remarkable in his whole conduct, 

and particularly in what we have repreſented to us in the 
chapter of my text. In which we are told, that when he 
was going to cat bread with one of the chief Phariſees on 
the S»bbarh-day, and his enemies watched him, a perſon 
was in the way that had the droply. On this occaſion our 
Lord, enquires of the lawyers and ares, veherher it was 
lawful to heal on the Sabbathi-day; and racy returning 
him no anſwer, he hcals, and fo diſmiſſes the diſeaſes 
perſon, and juſtifies his conduct herein to his exceptious 
«drerfaries, by asking them this plein queſtion: hub 
of yen fb1ll laws an cx or an afs falln i to a fit, and <ill nt ye, 1s. 
firaiiey y u hm ont 04 t1+ h tt! dry? Tins was a home * 
queſtion, and thus in a handſome manner gur Lord expos'd 

taeir hypocriiy, who would precend that it was a pol- 
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Serm. II. luting of the ſabbath to do ſo good & thing as heal a fick 


Wo 


muſt ever be admnted to exclude the former; that parti- 


man; and brought the truth he would advance with con- 


viction upon the minds of the people (who will ever un- 
derſtand good and plain ſenſe better than the jargon of a 
party) vi. that ſubſtantial goodneſs muſt ever take place 
of ceremonial holincſs, and that no pretence to the latter 


cularly, The ſabbath <vas mad for man, and not man for the 
ſaibath : and the goodneſs of the day muſt be improv'd to 
our quickening to do good upon it, and not any way to 
the prejudice of the neceſſary good of any. | 
hen they were about to fit down, or juſt ſat down, 
and our Lord obſery'd how thoſe that were bidden choſe 
the chief places; he from thence takes occaſion to 
h againſt the provoking ſin of pride, and to recom- 
mend the neceſſary and becoming grace of humility, with- 
out which we cannot have a part in the — of grace 
here, or of glory hereafter: for as our Lord has elſewhere 


Mat xviii.z. told us, Except ye be converted, and become as liitle children, 


all net enter into the kingdom of beaven. And as he con- 
cludes his parable ſpoken to this purpoſe here, of perſons 
invited to a wedding; Fer «whoſoever exalteth himſelf, ſhall be 
abaſed ; and he that kumbleth bimſelf, ſhall be exalted. 

And as our Lord could receive no kindneſs from any, 
but what he would ſurely recompence (God can and will 
be in debt to no man, and the Redeemer was the teſt 
example of gratitude that ever the world had) and as he 
might and did, it's like, know that he was particularly 
faulty as to the matter about which he adviſes and admo- 
niſhes him, he dire&s his ſpeech particularly to him that 
invited him. 'Tho, as before and afterwards, he improves 
this opportunity, and the occaſions it offered for the in- 


ſtruction of thoſe about him, as you may ſee to ver. 25. 


Ver. 12, &c ſaid be alſo to him that bade bim, When thou makeſt a dinner or 
4 ſupper, call not thy friends, ror 12 brethren, neither thy kinsfolk, 
0 


of the chapter; ſo he does in theſe words, which for the 
reaſons mentioned, he addreſſes to him particularly; Then 


ner thy rich neighlours, left they alſo bid thee again, and a recom- 
pence be made thee; but chen thou makeſt a feaſt, call the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind, and Hen ſhalt be bleſſed, for 
they canrot recomperſe thee, for thou ſbalt be recomper.ſed at the 
reſurrefion of the juſt. | 


By the advice here given, we cannot reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, | | 
ren,, That our Lord's meaning is to eondemn all enter- 
tainments for the maintaining amity and mutual reſpect 
among neighbeurs, tricnds ex relations. It was certainly 

5 | very 
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very remote from our Saviour to-forbid or condemn the Serm. HE. 
proper offices of hoſpitality, which we owe or ſhould uſe 
to our friends, relations, acquaintance, or rich neighbours, 
Humanity, kindneſs. courteouſneſs, and gratitude, are 
what the Scrinture recommends, while what is contrary 
hereto it . forbids, and puts under. an odious character. 
Perſons being void of natural affection, the apoſtle propo- 

ſes as a very ill thing, a fign of the laſt times, and a 
means of rhe perillouſneſs of the ſame; and adviſes. us 2 Tim. iii. 3 
to turn away from men of this character, as well as thoſe 

that were upon other accounts put into the black liſt he | 
there ſers before us. The heathens, by the light of na- Compare 
ture, were form'd to a ſenſe of the obligation they were ver. 5. 
under to mutual kind offices. one to another, BY eſpe - 

cially to hoſpitality ; of which therefore rhey made their 
ſupreme deity Fupitcr, the patron and preſident. It would 

then be more than barbarous to deny that duty to our 
friends, acquaintance, and relations, that we owe even ta 
ſtrangers, and thoſe of whom. we have no knowledge. 

And as the nature of man prampts and ſtrongly .inclines 

him to ſociety, and mutual ſocial correſpondence and in- 
tercourſe, ſo to the begetting and maintaining ſuch. friend- 
ly ſoeiety, mutual comeſſation; or erung ne 
one with another, does very much conduce. We have 
many inſtances in Scripture of feaſts of amity, for the ad- 
vancing and maintaining good agreement, ſociety, and 
mutual friendly reſpe among men, and particularly a- 
mong friends, relations, and acquaintance: thus Abrabam, 

the father of the faithful, when his ſon Iſaac, the ſeed gf 

the promiſe, was weaned, made a feaſt, Gen. xxi. 8. IH 
entertains Alimelech, Phicel, tlie captain of his hoſt, and 4- 
bazzath his friend, at a feaſt, in token of a covenant be- 
tween them. Foſeph made a feaſt for his brethren when Gen. 22% 
they came to buy corn in Eeypt; ſo Samu l entertains Saαιꝗ, - 
at a feaſt, when he was order'd to anoint him king over (en. #liii, 


2 And as one apoſtle has directed that chriſtians , the 


ould uſe hoſfiial ty one to another <y theut g wdgirg, ſo ano i Sam. is.) 
ther makes it a qualification of a F that he ſhould 1 Per. iv. 9. 
be given to heſp:tal.:y. And the Evaggeliſts give us the ac- 1 Tim. iii.. 
count of our Lord's gracing with his own preſence ſeve- 3 
ral friendly entertainments, as in this chapter of my text, 
ſo Job. ii · the marriage feaſt of Cana of Gal:l:e, where he 
was pleaſed to work his firſt miracle, turning the water 


into wine; and that Which A4artba made, where her bro- 


ther Lozarus alſo was preſent, after he was raiſed from Joh. 14, 


Seccr.dly, The true meaning and deſign of this expreſſion 
may be either, | F REM 


42 


Heb. xi. 6. 
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Tube Bleſſing a 


| nd Recompence 
1. To caution apainft thoſe things that ought to be a- 
voided in the act of kindneſs and beneficence we perform 
towards others, Or, | 
2. To ſhow how they onght to be performed to God's 
glory, and our own greateſt advantage. | 

1. To caution againft thoſe things that oughe to be a- 
voided in the afts of kindneſs and beneficence we per- 
form towards others. And fo our Lord might, as has 


been hinred, herein ſhow his gratitude to him who had 


kindly invited and entertain'd him, by warning him, and 


his friends he had invited with him, againſt the common 


errors that prevailed then among the Feevs, and might 
perhaps in him and many of them; that is, to do offices 
of kindneſs and reſpe&t a view of ſecular profit and 
advantage, and hope of larger retribution in the fame or 
like kinds, or out of a defire and ambition of popular ap- 
oats or glory. Theſe are baſe ends, very unfit to govern 
uch actions, for they that ſhow Kinongss with deſign 


to draw more upon themſelves, tis plain under the pre- 


tence of ſo good a thing (ſo neceſſary and beneficial to 


human ſociety, and the comfort of it) would be making 


a baſe gain to themſelves; and how baſe and unmanly is 
this, to endeavour to make a gain of kindneſs? What 
car! really be more uncivil, more ungenteel, more diſho- 
nourable, or diſhoneſt, than by ſome little mean office or 
offices, that have a ſhow of Lindnefs, to pretend to lay 
others under an obligation to ſach unſuitable returns, as 
& man could not have the face direQly to ask from them * ? 

things cannot be agrecable ro thinking men, and 
muff be deteſtable in the eyes of the rae and por of 


and thoſe that ſhall by this means ſeek praiſe and glory of 
men, can exped none from God: the vain glory they ſeek 
or obtain, is all the reward they ſhall have. 

2. To ſhow how acts of kindneſs and beneficence ought- 


| fo be perform'd to God's glory, and our own greateſt ad- 


vantage; that is, that we ſhould do ſuch afts of kindneſs 
with an eye to God's glory, and the greateſt ſervice and 
advantage of mankind, as acts of faith, believing God is, 
and that he is the recarder of all thoſe that dil gently ſeek- him; 
and as thoſe that are concerned duly to approve ourſelves 
to him in our conduct and actions, in the way that may 


K 
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Tuts frequenſque via eſt ſub amici ſallere nomen : 
| Tia cxequenique licet 12 * crimen habet. 
7 45 
Tis ſaſe and „ under a friendly face : 
But, ſafe and common as it i5y "tis crianinal and baſe 


17 


2 
- 
by 


_ bly ro 


r Ok YO WO. WW of & - OF 8O © BY - Cite d- ov (#” no bio @- f. 7 


F the Charitabh. © 43 


be moſt likely to recommend ourſelves and our ations to derm. IK, 


* 


his gracious acceptance, and obtain his gracious acοο²³6- 
ledgment, recompence and rewards. And ſo in the caſe 
before us, our Lord, tho he condeinns not feaſts of amity, 
for the maintaining friend{hip and goed neighbourhood, 
nor does abſolutely forbid feaſting with neighbours, re- 
lations, or rich friends, as you have ſeen; yet he prefers ' 
to theſe, feaſts of charity. /  v#3-v135 age 
A, under the law (which was a diſpenſation of  lefs 
grace) the poor were, by God hitnſelf that ordained 
them, bidden gueſts to their ſolemn feaſts, add were or: Deut. xiv. 
der d not to be forgot at other times; ſo the Goſpel, as it 28, 29. 
is a 3 of the greateſt grace, ought proportiona: Ch. i. 11. 
anſwered by a more enlarged charity of thefs 
that live under it. It ſeems to be our Lord's mind here 
accordingly, that in none of the entertainments chriſtians 
made, — the feaſtings they had one with another, the 
poor ſhould be forgotten, and that the moſt uſual feaſts 
they made ſhould be feaſts of charity for the entertain- 
ment and comfort of the poor. te would have his follow - 
ers in all their actions, and in thoſe particularly wherein 
they gave themſelves the greateſt liberty (as men cams 
monly do in their feaſtings and entertainments) to have 
an eye to another world, and to God's judgment wn ro- 
compence there as well as here. He would have all biz 
followers live as thoſe that expe&Q, and are in all their 
ations conſulting and endeavouring to provide for a fu- 
ture judgn:ent and recompence. And therefore he would 
not have his ſervants in their ordinary entertainments 
invite the rich, whether kindred, friends or neighbours, 
that would in return invite them again, and treat them 
in the like manner, which would be all the recompence 
they ſhould have; but invite the poor, the lame, and the 
blind, to partake of their comforts, and the plenty and 
bletſings wherewith God had favoured them, but which 
he had deny'd to theſe poor perſons : and tho theſe could 
not make returns to them (and for that reaſon becauſe 
they could not, and cat they knowing this, did yer here- 
in approve themſelves to God) he would bleſs them, ard 
recompenſe them at the reſurrection of the juſt. © - | 
Dr. Himmoend's comment upon the three verſes I have 
been explaining, ver. 12. and from that to my text ſnelu- 


| five, is this: Let not thy entertainments be of thoſe 


** which can or are likely to entertain thee again, or to 
hom thou haſt obligation of affinity, Gr. for this is 
but à worthleſs way of hoſpitality, ip which there 
is nothing comme or thank-worthy. The only 
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I.“ commendable way, and that which it will be reaſonable TY 
for God to reward, is the entertaining of thoſe that want, 


„% and who are not likely to make thee any return: for 
* this God will be thy debtor, and pay thee at the day 


« of judgment, and there can be no ſuch advantage to 


« thee as that. 9 | 
Gretivs, underſtanding all that are mentioned, the friendt, 


the breibrer, the kinsfolk, ro be meant (as it's ſaid of the 
neighbours) of rich perſons, tells us, that Chriſt does not 


forbid the mutual offices of friendſhip to the rich, or the 
mutual fignification' of friendſhip between them, but does 


much prefer to theſe the works of mercy, which (with- 


ont hopes of return from men) are perform'd for God's 


ſake. | 


And this 1s no more than wiſe heathens, by the light of 


. nature, have been engaged to recommend, as well as to 


condemn the contrary. Cicero in his Offi es expreſſes him- 
ſelf ro this purpoſe : “But in placing a benefit, and in 
returning a kindneſs, if other things are equal, this is 
* chiefly to be obſerved, as every one moſt needs help, 
t chiefly to help him; the contrary to which, ſays he, is 
% done by the moſt, for from whom they hope to receive 
% moſt, altho he want not theſe things, yet they princi- 
% pally ſerve him “.“ S rea tells us, that when a man 
ſhall, in conferring a b-nefit, reſpe& only himſelf and his 
own profit, This is nt + benefit, tu! uſury f. 

And PIny, in one of his epiſtles, has theſe remarkable 
expreſſions: © tor I would have him that is truly libe- 
«Tal, give to hi country, his neighbours, his kinsfolks, 
& his friends, but I mean to his poor friends, not as thoſe 
% who chiefly gi-e to ſuch as arc maſt able to give. M 
opinion of ſuch is, that with gifts, beſmear'd with bird- 
„ lime and beſet with hooks, they do not ſo much draw 
% our their own, as ſeize and ſnatch away the goods of 


others. The iike may be ſaid of them, who what they 


* give to one, take away from another, and ſeek the re- 
« putation bf liberality by covetouſneſs “.“ 


* 5 — 
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* gel in callocando beneficio, & in refexenda gratia, fi cetera paria ent; | 


boc maxim othicii eit, ut quiſque maxime opis indigeat, ita ei potifſimum 


A. N. yz quod contza fit a pier ſqve, quo enim — — Hwang = 


is p6n eget, tamen ei pot flimum ihſerviunt, Cic. de Offic. Lib. 1. 
lad non eſt deneticium, fed franus, Ser. de Bene. Lib.g Cap. 3. 
Voi enim cum qui by veie Iibetalis, tiibu e gate, proj „quis 


- Spibgs, amicis, ſed cis dico pavyeribus, non ut wh wy 1s pouflimum,. 


*. 


oe Ft. Lib. 9. Ep. 30. 


e donate niaxime poffurnt, Hos ego viſcari: 
bus r 


kgic Conznt, aufezunt illi, tamamghe literalntatis avaritia jeicht, 


Thug 


ſua zromexe puto, fed aliena ort pere. Sunt ingenio inili, qui 


* 


amati:que mune- 


r 


OY 1 04 WW 


Q 


: — 


0. nel I e 


of the Charitable. © 


Thus by the light of nature and Scripture (if we will Serm. III. 
be guided by either) we are direded to make thoſe the (Y VV - 


objects of our kindneſs, that moſt need it; as in the in- 
ſtance our Sa iour here propoſes, ſo in other things pro- 
portionably we are ta do good to thoſe that cannot re- 
turn our kindneſs (as they are leaſt able to do, that moſt 
need it) and ſo doing we may apply our Saviour's words, 
Ard tion ſb-It be (if d, for th cannot recompeyſe thee, for thou 


| Joalt be re omne»;ſ d it the riſurre c᷑tion of the Juſt. 


In which we have, 


I. The bleſſedneſs of thoſe ſignify'd, that obſerve our 
Lord's order in relation to charity to the poor; Ad thou 


| * It b- blcjjed. | 


II. The confirming reaſons or aſſuring arguments of 
the ſame, expreſs'd in the following words; Fr they can- 
rot recompe ſ. thee, for thou ſhalt be recompenſed at the reſurric- 
tion of the juſt. | | 


IJ. We have here the bleſſedneſs of thoſe ſignify'd, that 
obſerve our Lord's order in relation to charity to the 
poor; And thou ſh t be bl ſed, Thoſe that will not forget 
the poor, when they remember, and mott remember them- 
ſelves, that will make them partakers of their good 
things, that will chuſe to ſhow their reſpetts to them ra- 
ther than to the rich, that will own and countenance 
them, feed and foſter them, refreſh their bowels, cheriſh 
and cheer them; thy ſb u be IId. 

The Scripture is 3 in deelaring the bleſſedneſs 
of thoſe, that ſhow their ſuitable regards to rhe poor, in 
aſſerting the general blefſedneſs of ſuch perſons, and àſ- 
ſigning thoſe particular bleſſing to them, which mankind 
are apt moſt ſenſibly to be affeded by, and moſt earneſtly 
to deſire. : 1 5 

Here their general bleſſedneſs is aſſerted by our Lord 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, Ard thou ſhilt b led. He that 


was ſe::t of God to b! {5 us, has pronounced his bleſſing up- Aas 115. 


on ſuch, He who y, and it comes to p i, who propules, 
and no man can diſannul; he that is the Amen, the fathjul 
and true witneſs, who cannot give a fulſe teſtimony, whoſe 
word is more ſtable than the foundations of heaven and 
earth (which {hall ſooner paſs away, than the leaſt iota 
or tittle of what he has ſaid ſhall fail) he that has all 
power in heaven and earth, and all faithfulneſs ro make 

od his promiſes; that has power to bleſs, and make his 
bleffing effectual and eternal, ſo as thoſe whom he bleſſes 
ſhall be bleſſed for ever; he has ſaid that ſuch ſhall be 


bleſſed. 3 So 


— 
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Serm. III. So ſays the Pſalmiſt, Bleſſed is be tha: conſidereth the poor, 


the Lord ſball deliver bim in, time of trouble; the Lord chili 
preſerve kim, and keep bim alive, and be ſhall be Md upon the 


earth, and thou wilt not deliver bim into the <vill of bis ene 


mies: the Lerd will ſtrenothen him up'n the bed of lenpui ſpine, 
thou wilt make all bis bed in his ſickneſs. Theſe are ſuch bleſ- 
ſings as nearly affect mankind, and ſuch as they are 

ſtrongly ro deſire. We naturally and earneſtly deſire to 
have our lives preſerved and protracted, to have delive- 
rance in time of trouble, to have bleſſings flowing in upon 
us on earth, upon our perſons and families: we count it 


an exceeding valuable and very deſirable mercy, not to be 


delivered to the will of our enemies, whether ſpiritual or 


28 Ur. 4, Ofc, Unio the wpright 


temporal, ſo to be ſtrengthened upon à bed of languiſhing, 
and to have our bed made eaſy in ſickneſs. Every one 
would deiire ſuch bleſſings as theſe, and they, you ſec here, 
are promis'd bleſſings to thoſe that conſider the poor. To 
the merciful, God will ſhow himſelf thus merciful, and 


they ſhall find the faithfulneſs of rhe promiſe, and of him 


that made it, in the natural and temporal good that the 
3 contains, as far as it ſhall be for God's glory, and 
cr their own good, and be ſure in the ſpiritual and eter- 

nul bleſſings that are contained therein. So when in that 
exiith Pſa/m, the good and upright man is deſcribed by 
that particular good quality of his being good to the poor, 
favourable, merciful, and helpful to ſuch as are in diſtreſs, 
7 ariſeth lbt in the darkneſs, 

bein gracious, end full of comp ton. and rigbt ous; a good man 


ſbexveth farcur, and lendetib, be cpill guide bis affurs with diſ- 


eretion ; ſur-ly he ſhall xot be moved for ever: the rightecus ſb 'll 
be in everlaſting r membrance, be ſhall not be afraid of evil ti- 


dingt, his heart is fixed truſting in the Lord, bis beart is eftatliſb-d, 


he ſhall not Le afraid until he ſee bis deſire upon hit enemies. He 
bath diſterſid, he bath tiven io the peer, bis righteoſneſs exdur:ih 
for (r, bis lern Jvall be exa'ted with bonour. Light ſhall a- 
riſe to ſuch in Qarkneſs, they ſhall have ſuitable ſupport 
and comfort in the moſt cloudy cireumſtances they can 
be in, in this world: ſuch ſhall guide their affairs with 
diſcretion, they ſhall find a gracious God ready to give 
them counſel and conduct, while they duly ſeek it, for 
the guiding and governing all their affairs, even thoſe 
that are molt intricate, — ſhall be fo ſaved from thoſe 
diffioulties, perplexities and anxieties that commonly at- 
tend other men, and thoſe uncomfortabl: and corroding 

reflections they have frequently, thro the ill ſucceſs that. 


follow upon their miſmanagement. Such ſhall not be 


mo ed for ever, from their ſtay and truſt in God, their 
e dere 
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remembrance with God, and their memory ſhall CFYWW 


hope in him, and their hold of him, they ſhall be in ever- Serm. III. 


peruated, and ſhall be precious and fragrant with 
good men. They ſhall not be afraid inordinarely of evil 
ridings, ſo as to have the fear of them ſinking and over- 
coming 
or running them upon deſperate methods; but a ſtedfaſt 
truſt in god ſhall fix their hearts, and govern their actions 
and behaviour in ſuch eireumſtances. When evil ma 
threaten, the heart of ſuch ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; they ſhall 
not be afraid till they ſee their deſire upon their enemies, 
much leſs afterward. But what we read, Ui / he ſec his 
deſire upon kis enemies, is otherwiſe rendred, Ti he ſe pin 
5 diftr:fſ-s; and ſo the meaning may be, till he ſee God's 
work or reward hereupon; till he ſee, as did, and as 
and charitable 
the Loyd is pitiful, and of tender mercies. The Chaldee has 
it, Till be ſee r-demytien in difireſs *. The righteouſneſs of 


© ſuch endureth for ever, their horn ſhall be exalted with 


henour ; they ſhall be profperous and happy here, but in- 
finitely more ſo, and to eternity in another world. 

Thus of the firſt thing, the blefſedneſs of rhoſe ſignified, 
that obſerve our Lord's order in relation to charity to the 
poor. As their bleſſedneſs is aſſerted and aſſured in the 
general by him, who has power to bleſs; ſo they have 
ſuch particular bleſſings a — to them in Seripture, as 
mankind are apt moſt ſen * to be affected with, and 
molt earneſtly to defire: Aud then ſbalt be bleſſed. 


II. We hare farther conſiderable, the confirming rea- 
ſons and afluring arguments of what is here ſignified; For, 
1. They cannot recompenſe thee, | 

2. Thou ſpalt be recompenſed at the reſurrefion of the juſt, or 
it ſball be * e to thee; recompenſe ſhall be made to 
thee at or in the reſurrection of the juſt. | | 

1. The confirming reafon and uſſuring argument of the 
blefſednefs of theſe. that ſhow kindneſs to the poor, is, 
that theſe cannot recompenſe them; ſuch kind- 
nefs to them is a part of righteouſneſs, as it's ſtyled 
in the Pſalm I have now referred you to: and as ſuch it 


muſt have its.reward or recompence aſlign'd them. Now 


this recompenſe our Lord tells us cannor be mude by the 
for they cannot recompenſe thee. How is this to. 
underſtood } To this I anfwer, 


F'Y 1 


„Vid. Ainſuerth is loc. 5 
5 1.) Ne- 


them, removing them from their hope in God, 


bo 


perſons ſhall, Tbe end of the Lord, that Jam. v. xr. 
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7.90 The Nleſſius ana Kecompence 


Serm. III. 1.) Negatively. And, 


WY 2.) Politively, | 


1.) Negatively; and ſo we are vet to underftand it as if 
* the poor ceuld make no monn r of re-omp'1ſe, or make any 
ſuch recompenſe as is worthy of conſideration or regard; 
for this it's poſſible they _ do in kinds and inſtances 
that are very worthy of conſideration, and may much ex- 
ceed in their nature, worth and value, all the kindneſs 
you do or can beſtow upon them. For, | 5 
(1. They may prey or ye. The poor, the apoſtle tells 
us, receive the Goloel; Haih not G d choſen the poor of this 
cecrd v ch in ſoith, ard heirs of the - kiredom cr bie h hath pro- 
miſ d to tem that love hm? Many of the poor of this world, 
and they more commonly than the rich, are choſen of 
God to faith, and rich increaſes therein, and to the heir- 
ſhip of the eternal kingdom; and if they have faich, they 
may pray in faith, and what good may they not do you 
by their 4 br for you, who the better they are, the 
leſs they will dare to negleQ, and the more carneſtly they | 
will be engaged to put up to God for their friends and 
Jam. v. 16. benefattors! The feciual, fervent br her of a rightecus man | 
avail th much. Surely here your kindneſs may be vaſtly 
outdone. gh | 
2. They may b/ſs yo, and do that alſo in faith. They 
may pronounce 1n faith thoſe bleſhngs upon you, that God 
has in his Word aſſign'd to thoſe that are charitable, and 
ſhow kindneſs to their needy brethren ; and what God 
has pronounced, and diredts and helps them to pronounce 
after him, he will certainly make good : he will perform 
with his hand what he hath ſpoken with his m ,. and 
may do it the ſooner upon this account. As the curſe 
cauſeleſs will never come, the bleſhng may upon ſuch oc- 
FA eaſion come the ſconer. It may be, ſome of thoſe you 
- ſhow kindneſs to, may be ſuch as to whom it belongs by 
oſfice and by authority they have received from God to 
bleſs in his name: but whether it be fo or otherwiſe, 
the poor's bleſſing is many times a much greater benefit 
than any they have beſtow'd upon them by thoſe, to 
whom they are moſt obliged. Fob both valued and proved 
Job zxxix. this: When the ear heard me, thin it IIe me; and when the 
| "tz Ke. eye ſary me, it grove <itn'ſs to me, becauſe I dil red the poor 
that cried, the fa:h-rleſs, ond him that had rone to help bim © the 
Meſſing of lim that <vas ready te her ſh came upon me, ard I cau- 
ſed the <videey”s brart to ſor e ter joy. l * 
(3. They may | otherwiſe ſhow themſelves grateful, 
and make very valuable returns by /pr.tual and iemperal 


Jam. ii. 5. 


5 hard-hearted, vitious and vile; they have ho 


| like imſe Nr 892 ”: L 
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| og offices and ſervices to you and yours. A pot man ma Serm. It. 
e & Wiſe man, and by his wiſdom fave a city, the for ſis 8 
cel. 1X 13. 


* 


verty no man regard him. Such a one may ſpe 
nar 5 you or yours by Which you may be Lived, ö be 


uſeful to convert you or them from the error of thoſe 

ways that would prove deſtructive, and ſo to ſave from Jam. v.15; 

| Es were gs 70: | 

Fer yet making mag och Their friendſhip in ſpiritual of- 2 Cor. vi: 
ces 


death, and bide a muliitude of fins, The apoftl 


may be very friendly indeed to you and youts, and 
it may ſo heppen, that in temporal reſpeds their friend- 


ſhip, good will, good word, intereft and influence, my 


— very good ſervice in many reſpełts to you and them. 
ut, 
2.) Poſitively; and ſo when it is ſaid of the 

cannot alas har thee, we may underſtand it S 7 ** 


(1. That from many of them no recompence is fo be zxpefied. 
There are many of the poor, to whom we and muſt 
ſhow kindneſs (for we may not harden ves 


( 2 
our own fleſh) many of theſe, I ſay, are ignorah pid, 

rinci- 
ple in them, no ſenſe of atitude, no inclination to make 
returns for any kindneſs ſhown them, or have no capacity 
hereof, as is the caſe of infants, fools and mad perſons: 
1 many of thoſe, to whom we are obliged by out 
rd's order to ſhow kindneſs, no recompence is to bs 


(2. Thoſe that are otherwiſe affected, and better dif- 


poſed to make returns for N ſhown them, yer rama 


m—_— you in like kinds or inſtances, to thoſe in which 
you have ſhown them kindneſs. If you invite them to 
your houſes, and entertain them there, if you cloach 
them, or give them money, they cannot in like kinds re- 


compenſe you, or make returns to your kindneſs ſhown 


them. This is the buſineſs aud way of che rich, as you 


find in the context, and what the poor cannot reach to. 
And to be ſure, in the third place, | 

(3. They cannot make the proper and. full recom 
has deſign d ſhall be made to ſuch kindneſs. 80 great a 
value does the great God ſet upon kindneſs and charity 
to the poor, — be is pleaſed to make himſelf a debtor 


for it, and to promiſe to repay it: He that hath pity on the pio ii 
poor, lenderb 8 Led; 2 which be bath given him, iy, ” 
will he pay him again. And we. may 


aſſure S that 
where God hach promiſed to recompenſe, he wilt recom- 
i: and bey are great and plorious re- 

* 


ee that Cod 


. 


50 e Bleſſing and Recemèpꝶx̃ © 
Serm. III. to thoſe that are thus charitable. The poor cannot make 
full recompenſe, but God will. And thus we are led to 

the conſideration of the ſecond head, Saas 
II. The confirming reaſon or atſuring argument of what is 
here ſaid, Fr then ſhalt be recompenſed at the reſurrełi ion of the 
juft 3 Aααο Em Ya oo tv Th dv le Tiv du i Here, 

1. It is aſſured that th-re ſhall be a recomberce made. You 
have here the Word of God given, that the recompence 
of ſuch ſhall not fail, they ſhall not fail of a retribution 
from God; He is faiil ful that hath promiſed : and as you have 
heard that God will repay what is lent to him, by being 
given to the poor, and as our Lord has aſſur'd, that he 
that ſhall give a cup of cold water only to a diſciple, in the name 
of a diſciple, Y wh not loſe bis reward; this will ſtill remain 
a truth, and he remaineth faithful that will perform it: 
ſo that ſuch ſhall be ſure of a recompence. 

2. Their recompence ſhall be made at the reſurreclion of 
ile juſt. This may ſignify, N 

1.) The advantage they ſhall have in the refurre&ion 
itſelf; for we are told, 1 Theriv. 16. that the dead in Chriſt 
121 * foe: good and pious perſons all the world over 

all be firſt raiſed and made glad with the preſence of 
their coming Lord, to ſee him 1n his plory, to ſee their 
own glory in him, and receive the pledge'of their per- 
fe& and entire happineſs from and with him. This ſeems 
favour'd by the expreſſion uſed here, “% r ,, which 
may be properly render'd in the reſurrecton: and this we 
may look upon as part of their recompence. But, | 
2.) The meaning is chiefly, their mage arr ſhall be 
made them en the reſurreHicw of the juſt. When they ſhall, 
at the great tribunal, be acquitted, juſtified and declared 
righteous by Chriſt; when they ſhall be accordingly ac- 
knowledged of him, bleſſed by him, adjudged to eternal 
life, and admitted into his everlaſting kingdom; when 

their charity and kindneſs to the poor Will, | 

(1. Show them to be righteous perſons, and be made 

appear as 4 part of their righteouſneſs; that is, of their per- 
ſonal and inherent righteouſneſ This is called righ- 
tcouſneſs in Scripture, as I have ſhown, and the apoſtle at 
once ſhows us that it is ſo, and how we are to under- 
ſtand its being ſo, 2 Cor. ix.9, 10. As it is dritten, He bath 
diſperſed abroad, le hath given to the pcor, bis „ bf en- 
dureib for every, (It is a quotation from Pſalm cxii.) be 
that 2 feed to the ſecer, both miniſter "bread for your 


Mat. x. 42. 


feed, ard multiply yeur ſeed ſown, and encreaſe the fruits | 
righteouſneſs. e here, you fee, called e Figke 0 


| ſaw ce thee an hangred, and fed thee; or tbirſty, and gave thee. 37, 38, 


tion. Our Lord has here ſnown us, that recompence ſhall 


of 


ceouſneſs, and tho it Ye not their imputed righteoaſneſs, Serm. III. 
their juſtifying righteouſneſs, which iv cal teen? 2 
neſs of Chriſt apprehended by faith; yet it is, as the a- 
zoftle here terms it, the fruit of that, and the neceſſary 
reſult of a true faith, that will have its works attendin 

it, and proceeding from it, as Fam. ii. 14, &c. What dot 

it profit, my brethrex, tho a man ſay be bath faith, and hath not 
evorks? Can faith ſave bim? If a brother or ſiſter be naked, and _ 
deſtitute of daily food, and one of you ſay to them, Depart in 
peace, be ye armed and filled, notwithſtanding ye give them not 


— 


ve Charitable. 5 51 . 'J 


' thoſe things tbat are needful to the body, what doth it profit ? 


Even ſo faith, if it bave net «vorks, is dead, being alone. Tea, 4 
man may ſay, Thu baſt faltF, and I have <vorks; me thy 
faith without thy <vorks, and I will ſhow thee my faith by my 
works, | ; 1 | | 

2. It will be a part of their title to the recompence that 


- wil then be aſſign d. "Tis our neceflary qualification for 


bleſſedneſs, and that to which it will be immediately aſhgn'd 
by the great judge of all. When' our Lord will pro- 
nounce the ſentence, Come ye bl: wy my father, inberit the Mat. xv. 
kirgdom 7 ared for you from the foundat on of the world; he 34,35, 36. 
will add, Fir | vas an hungred, and ye gave me meat ; thirſty, 
and ye gave me drink; | wvas ſtranger, ard ye took me in; na- 
ked, and ye clothed me; I was ſick, and ye viſited me; I wal in 
priſon, and ye came unto me. And upon their enquiry, When 


drink? When ſaey wwe thee a ſtranger, and look thee in; or na- 39. 
ked, and clothed thee? Or wben ſaw che thee ſick, or in priſon, 

and came wr.to thee? it's ſaid, The king ſhall arſower and ſay Ver. 40. 
unto them, Inaſmuch as ye have done it to one of the leaſt of theſe 

my brethren, ye have done it unto me, 228 


2 way of uſe and improvement of what has been 
ai | "SFM | 
1, We may hence conclude, that there ci be a reſurrec- 


be made to thoſe that ſhow kindneſs to the poor at the 
reſurrection of the juſt ; and therefore we may conclude 

that ſuch a thing will be: the expreſſion ſtrongly implies 

that there will be a reſurreftion, This the apoſtle ſtiles 

the hope of Iſrael, For the hope of Iſrael I am bound with this Aa. vit. 
chain; and declares it as the matter of his own hop» towryd20, 


| God, that there ſhall be a reſurrefign of the dead, both of be Cizxivaig 


juſt and of the unjuſt. Fb comforts himſelf with the lame 
ope under his great affliction, and with the ſure know- 
dee he had of the truth and cęrtainty of the thing he 
£48 Wo G 2 | _ hoped 


T he Bleſſing and Recompence 


rm. III. for. Fer | brow, ſays he, that my redeemer livcth, ard 


N that be jball fland -t the latter day wpon the earth ; and tho aſter 
| Ki 


x. 25, my Abu worm, d ſtrey this body, yet in ny fl:ſÞ ſball I ſee God, 
£6, 2 4 7 hall ſee 5 7, and mine 4 11 behold, and not 


another : tho my reins be conſumed within nie. The Scriprure 


is frequent in aſſerting it, and affords us many arguments 

to allure us of it. Our Saviour proves it to the Sadducees 

from the covenant of God made with believers, who was, 

Lake x. zy. accotding to that, the God of Abraham, the Grd" of Iſaac 
and the Cod of Jacob; and was mot the God of the dead, but 


the lixin which ſhows that the ſonls of theſe perſons 
were now living and happy with God, and (as God's co- 


venant was made with their whole perions) that their bo- 
dies would be alſo raiſed in due time. So it is argued 
Cor. iv. 14. from the r-ſurr:Hion of our Lord, knowing that be that ra /d 
the Lord Feſus, ſball raiſe us wh alſo ty Feſus, and ſhall pre- 

3 Thefl. iv. ſent us wwith you: So if <ve believe that Feſus d ed 4d roſe a- 
34 gain, even ſo them alſo that ſleep in Frſus, ſhall God bing with, 


conne ion between the reſurred ion of Chriſt and believ- 
ers; a copnett ion as to merit and purchaſe ; Chrift has 
purchaſed every part of his own, he has paid for, and me- 
rited their happineſs, their entire ard compleat happineſs, 


the fath:r bath given bim, lt «ill raiſe it up at the laft d "Ye 
And ſq as to efficacy, there is a like indiſſoluble connec- 
tion berwixr theſe; there is a mutual relation and near 
communion betwixt Chriſt and believers. Fe has riſen as 


allo. Behevers, in their whole perſons, are ſaid to be 
Eph. i. 23. Chriſt's fulneſs; ard if any purt of them ſhould be loſt, 
Chriſt (as we may hare with reverence} would rot be 


Con. i. 2. com eat. As the ( rch is called (Mei, as it conſiſts of 
: head and members; ſc one part ef Chrift would be !oft, 
I might offer you other Scripture argumente, and call 


which will sſſure vs, that the Scriptures are the Word © 


ulties may attend the reſurrection, they are nothing 
but what the wiſdom and power of Gpd can eaſily ac- 
count for, and ſurmount; and that it's ſultalle in itſelf 
that Cod ſhould be the rewarder of the whole man, «nd 
that thoſe ſubjects, thoſe ſouls and bodies that have join'd 
together in ſin and wickedneſs againſt him, or in labour 
and travail in his work, or pain and uttering for his ſake, 
ſhould be jointly rewarged or puniſhed, Keaſon dar 


im. So Rem. viii. 11. 1 C xv. There's an indiſſoluble 
Job. vi 39. in eyery art of them, and he will / nobis of «ll that © 


their common head, and becauſe he lives, they ſhall lire 


in rraſen to the proof of this great article of our faith, 


od; that to God nothing is impoſuble; taut whatever dif- 
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help us to credit it. and to account for its difficulties by Serm. III. 
what we ſec and obſerve: as ſleep is the image of death, 
and waking an emblem of the reſurrection ; every day 
is 4 ſort of reſurreQtion from the night; the ſpring is 
a reſurrection from the death the winter brought up- 
on the plants, flowers and trees; the blade and ears of 
corn in the harveſt, are « reſurreQion of the grain that 
was buried in the ground: the world itſelf, and all the 
creatures in it, reaſon will tell us, may be ſufficient to 
remove all our difficulties here; for it cannot be more 
difficult to raiſe the dead, than to frame, out of nothing, 
ſuch a world, 1 

2. Charity and kindneſs to the poor is one bleſſed means 
of ſecuring to ourſelves an happy reſurrection. Our d has 
here Grivel declared, that thoſe that are exerciſed in 
ſuitable acts of this nature, ſhall be recompenſed in the reſur- 
rection of the 5 7 The main recompence that ſhall be made 
to them, ſhall be in and upon the reſurrection; and there- 
fore they ſhall then find their happineſs, that will by 
this means be ſecured. So when, in the concluſion of 
the parable of the urjuſt ſteward, he bids us, Make to 
yourſelv-s friends of the. mammon of unrighteouſneſs, that when Luk. xvi. 9. 
ye fail, they may receive you into everlaſting babitations ; he 
plainly ſignifies, that the right uſe of worldly wealth 
will contribute to the ſalvation of thoſe that ſo improve 
it: when this world fails them (tho they cannot to whom 
they extended their chariry) the God by whoſe order, at 
whoſe- inſtance, and for whoſe glory they did it, ſhall re- 
ceive them into everlaſting habitations. 

. They ſhall certainly find their account in the re- = 

ſurred ion of the juſt, who are the faithful adviſcrs and æca- 
lous promoters of charity. Thoſe who have not wherewith 
to be charitable, and ſhow kindneſs to the poor them- 
ſelves, at leaſt to any conſiderable degree; yet may do 
much by their prudent and good advice to promote cha- 
rity in others. And tho hereupon they may be ill 
thought of hy ſome, and may fare worſe in this world; 
yet is this truly a cauſe worth ſuffering for, and the good 
account hereof will be found in the reſurrection of the 
juſt, when they ſhall have their part in the reward of 
the good others did at their inſtance, and ſhall receive 
not according to their ſucceſs, whereof they many times 
fail; but according to their zealous, ilar defires and 
endeavours to do good this way. And if this be ſo, it 
muſt A e in _ 3 * = gay of char 

4 t woe wi to the reſuſers and obſtrufers of charity. 
Thoſe that laid up and hid their Lord's talent in a nap- 


kin, 
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Serm. III. kin, that would not do gbod themſelves, and hinder'd o- 
tber in the good they were diſpoſed and intended to do, 


Jaw. ii. 13. 


ſurely can have no part in the reſurrection of the juſt, 
nor ſhall they ffand in the congr:eation of ſuch; bur ſhall, 
without ſerious, deep and ſound repentance, have a hot 
ſanding at the grear tribunal. They ſhall bave judgment 
crithout mercy, that ſhecyed no mercy, eyhen mer:y ſhall rejoice 
againſt judgment, to thoſe that ſhewed mercy. 


I have thus finiſh'd my ſubject. I know it will be ex- 


Sed I ſhould ſay ſomewhat concerning our dear friend 


and brother deceaſed, whoſe death and funeral has given 
occaſion to my 83 to you from theſe words. 
Mr. Thomas Manx ſen or, was a perſon whom nature re- 


commended ; his body being a curious piece of its work- 


manſhip, comely and well yy eggs ; his countenance 


ave, but free and ind and inviting, without 
rnneſs or ſeverity: a true index of his ſoul and manner 
of life. His converſation was very inoffenſive, humble and 
obliging, free and open, kind and loving, without guile or 
gall, without rancour or cenſoriouſneſs, pious and edify- 


ing. Diſcourſe of good things was what he was much 


pleaſed with, and always ready to encourage. As he had 
« long continued exerciſe 7 a troubleſome diſtemper, that 
went thro a great part of his life, he was more cheurful 


than could be expetted, and ordinarily ſoon raiſed from 
the contrary. o he was comfortable in his relations 


that were placed about him, and had much pleaſure in 


their new” he ſpent much of his time alone in the Bi- 
e 


ble, and a few good books; and when he could not read 
them himſelf, had them read ro him by others. Prayer 
he much valued and defired, and never, as I remember, in 


all 1 long conxverſation with him, refuſed when it was 


publick worſhip of God twice a day each Sabbath, as well as 
at other times, till above fours years ſince he was difabled 


| Table, I have known him to give an hundred nds at 


cret prayer. He was conſtant and early in attending the 


from walking to the Aſſembly. He was a great ſupporter 
of the worſhip of God here, and a great friend to mini- 


ters, and thoſe that were looking toward the miniſtry ; 


to whom, beſides what be did in a conſtant courſe, and 


for divers, læte years more eſpecially, which was confide- 


once. His charitable donation tp the poor of this pariſh, 


was the greateſt they ever had; and as it had this to re- 


ſo it is firmly ſettled upon them to perpetuity. Beh 


commen4 it, that it was given many years before his e 
all 


The Bleſſing and Recombence 


him; and, I doubt not, was much exerciſed in ſe- 


of the Charitable. | 


ſtimonies of his charitable liberality in « common courſe, 


and upon proper occaſions offered. The poor have loſt | 


in him a great patron and benefactor: I pray God the 

loſs may be made up. 11 

He reap'd the bleſſing here of him that conſidereth che 

rum. for the Lord delivered him often in time of trou- 
l 


e, and preſerved him in an hour of tempration ; kept Pal. xli.z, 
the 2,3 


him alive to a great old :ge: he bleſſed him u 
earth, and did not deliver him into the will of bis -ene- 
mies; the Lord ſtrengthened him upon the bed of lan- 
1ſhing, and made all his bed in his ſickneſs. He made 
is fick-bed and his death-bed eaſy. He ſeem'd to be ca- 
fier there than for a conſiderable time before, except when 
things came to the laſt extremity, and then he ſeem'd 
not to endure much pain, and was eaſy in his mind all 
the while, as far as I could perceive ; he profeſs'd, u 
my enquiry, a quieting hope he had in the mercy of God 
thro Chriſt, and his hoped ſincere conſent to the Goſpel 
covenant, or covenant of grace, tho he lamented his im- 
perfections and ſhort-comings, I ſuppoſe, as to what that 
conſent. d him to; he rehearſed divers promiſes of 
God's grace in Chriſt to poor ſinners, and, as far as I could 
perceive, was not under one aſſault from ſatan all the 
rime, and went off at laſt in a manner inſenſibly, tho he 


was ſenſible to the laſt; and we hope he is now paſt pain, ND 


and ſorrow, and complaint, and all uneaſineſs, reaping 
the eternal rewards of righteouſneſs and mercy to the 
r: Ia. lvii. 1, 2. The righteous peri ſbelb, and no man Jayeth - 
it to heart; and merciful men are taken away, none conſidering 
that the righteous is taken a<vay from the evil to come. He ſhall 
enter into peace, they ſhall reſt in their beds (this ſhall be the 
portion of) each one calling in bis uprightneſs. O may this 
town, this neighboarhood, this ſociety eſpecially, lay to 
heart the removal of two ſuch perſons from among us in 
four months, as Mr. Man and Mr. CoLLyss! A 
N N „„ 
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HE Magiſtrate, and the Chriſtian; or, the Virtues of 

blick and private Life: Exemplify'd in the Charac- 

ter of Sir Tuomas AbNEY Kt. and Alderman of London, 
who died Feb. 6. 1721-2. Introduced in @ Funeral Sermon 
preach d on that Occaſion, by the Rev. Mr. Jsx £m. SHA; 
and attended with an Elegiac Poem, by the Rev. Mr. Isaac 
Warrs. Price 17, Printed for John Clark, in the Poultry. 
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Books, ſhall have a ſeventh gratis; 
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I. The Whole, amounting ro One Hundred ind Fifty 
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and. the ſamie Letter with the Specimen: 
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